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The Speaker: 
“Servant” of the 35th Parliament 


Anything can happen when 
you put 295 people into one 
room to talk politics. 


That's why the House of 
Commons has a Speaker — a 
non-partisan oasis of calm and 
order at the centre of Canadian 
political debate. The Speaker 
presides over the House, ensur- 
ing that business goes smoothly 
and that Members enjoy free- 
dom of speech through a system 
of rules of order. 


Keeping order can be a 
challenge, new Speaker 
Gilbert Parent admits. “The 
House can be like a nice big cat: 
sometimes it’s a pussycat, and 
sometimes a tiger.” 


Mr. Parent was elected as 
the Speaker by Members of 
Parliament on January 17, 1994, 
the opening day of the 35th 
legislature. As always, the 
election of a speaker is the first 
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item on the agenda of a new 
legislature. 


When Mr. Parent took over 
the reins as Speaker, he came to 
the Speaker’s chair with plenty 
of experience. He has been an 
MP for three terms, a total of 
about 15 years. During that time 
he chaired several legislative 
committees and served as Par- 
liamentary Secretary. And he 
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THIS SUMMER ON PARLIAMENT HILL 


We’re off and 
fouring! 

Welcome to Parliament 
Hill! It’s a great place to be for 
exciting Summer activities. 

A visit to Canada’s Parlia- 
ment Buildings is an excellent 


way to round out your trip to the 


National Capital. The House of 
Commons Visitor Services 
offers guided tours of the Cen- 
tre Block seven days a week 
with extended hours from the 
last week of May to the end of 


August. The half-hour tours are 


given free of charge in both 


official languages. Same-day 
reservations can be made at the 
Info-tent located east of the 
Centre Block. Groups of 

10 or more should call 

(613) 996-0896 to book in 
advance. 


This year, the tour will 
highlight information about 
Canadian prime ministers, 
complementing a First Among 
Equals exhibit at the National 
Archives of Canada. 

Step back in time and visit 
special East Block offices 


which have been recreated to 
look as they did in the days of 
Sir John A. Macdonald and 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. East 
Block tours can be booked at 
the Info-tent. 


“Discover the Hill” walk- 
ing tours of the grounds of 
Parliament Hill use an outdoor 
setting to highlight Canada’s 
history and political system. 
From May 16 to June 24. the 
tours are geared to students 
and their teachers. From June 
27 to September 25 they will 
focus on family activities in 
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Government 
Publications 


Piclure courtesy o| 


William Topley’s photograph of Sir 
John A. Macdonald, 1888. 


First Among 
Equals: Exhibit 
brings prime 
ministers to life 


The year was 1933. It was 
the height of the Great Depres- 
sion, the “Dirty Thirties”, a time 
of great personal, economic and 
political hardship across the 
country. 


From the dustbowl of the 
prairies, a farmer’s wife who 
could no longer make ends meet 
wrote to Prime Minister R. B. 
Bennett, pleading for some 
money so she could buy her 
husband a pair of long under- 
wear. 


He sent it. 


This letter is one of more 
than 175 artifacts in an 
upcoming multimedia exhibit 
called First Among Equals. 
Using documents, photos, 
memorabilia, artifacts, cartoons, 
artwork and videos, the exhibit 
explores the role of Prime 
Minister since the early days of 


Canada. 


...continued on page 4 
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Only the dedicated need apply 
National policy-making organization needs 295 people for immediate openings. You must be able to commit yourself to this high- 
pressure job for about five years. 


Location Successful applicants will set up at least one office in their local area and one in Ottawa. You will likely trayel back and 
forth between these offices at least once a week. 


Working hours Usually 12 hours a day, six days a week. You may not always take Sundays off and you have some holidays in 


the summer. 


- meeting experts 


Duties If you are chosen, you will: 


- travelling to hear witnesses 


+ debate national issues based on your region’s concerns and your personal opinions 
° plan strategy with regional and national teams of people who share your political leanings 
* join committees where you will study, amend and propose legislation by 

- looking at issues in-depth 


- discussing the issues with colleagues with whom you don’t always agree 
* help people cut through red tape to get to the programs and services they need 
* meet with media, interest groups and people from your area to discuss issues and problems 
* attend social and ceremonial functions 
* consult the people who sent you to the National Capital regarding their needs and opinions 


legislator 

© negotiator 

° ombudsman 

© policy analyst 

+ public speaker 
* social worker 

° diplomat 

° office manager 


Reply to The House of Commons — Member of Parliament Position 


What a job description! Open 
House / Portes Ouvertes talked 
to three Members of Parliament 
to find out who would tackle a 
job that demands so much. 


Becoming an MP was a lifetime 
dream of mine,” says David 
Walker, MP for Winnipeg 
North Centre. Mr. Walker 
remembers walking around 
Parliament Hill when he was a 
student at Carleton University 
in Ottawa, wondering if he’d 
return to Ottawa to work as an 
MP someday. 


He is very pleased that his 
dream came true. “It’s a worth- 
while life. You get the opportu- 
nity to make sure your country 
is run properly.” 


One of Jan Brown’s rea- 
sons for getting into national 
politics was her teen-aged 
daughter’s concerns about the 
future. “One day she said. . . 
‘Mom, will I be able to get a job 
some day?’ That was the defin- 
ing moment for me,” says the 
Calgary Southeast MP. “I 
Started to pay attention to what 
Was going on in this country. 
And I thought I could jump in 
and make a difference.” 


Most MPs are in their 40s 
when they arrive in the House 
of Commons. But Pierre Brien, 
MP for Témiscamingue in 
Quebec, decided to throw his 
hat into the ring at the age of 
23 years. 


Mr. Brien says he grew up 
in a family that always dis- 
cussed current events. His 
parents owned a corner store 
where people came in and 
talked politics. He says that like 
many other young people, he 
was “angry and discouraged 
about what was happening in 
politics... then I realized that 
Thad a choice between staying 
at home and bellyaching, or 
actually doing something.” 


MPs focus on 
constituency needs 


The three MPs agree that 
honesty and good communica- 
tion skills are very important for 
their job. They also stressed that 
MPs need to keep in close touch 
with what is going on in their 
constituencies as well as in the 
House of Commons chamber. 


Ms. Brown says a good MP 
stays focussed on his or her 
riding. “I was really struck by 
how all of us rookie MPs love 
our constituencies,” she says. 
“We're so comfortable and 
happy when we’re in our con- 
stituencies. And while we’re 
working here in Ottawa, we 
must never forget our constitu- 
ents.” 


Mr. Brien agrees: “MPs 
must never forget that it’s their 
job to serve. The role of an MP, 
in a sense, is to protect the 
citizen.” 

Mr. Walker points out that 
MPs need lots of energy. “You 
have to be as enthusiastic as 
possible when dealing with a 
wide array of problems, some 
of which are life and death 
problems for the people in- 
volved. You can never let up for 
a minute. And you have to give 
eyeryone equal attention.” 


Previous experience Candidates/applicants from many disciplines will be considered. However, applicants should be able to 
adapt quickly to the following roles: 


Challenging job — 
but very rewarding 


The MPs admit that they 
have a pressure-cooker job with 
an intense workload and hectic 
travel schedule. Yet they bubble 
over with enthusiasm when 
discussing their work. 

“Tm eager to get up in the 
morning and I don’t feel like 
going to bed at night,” says Mr. 
Brien. “My days are full!” 


Ms. Brown says that she 
enjoys the challenge and is 
determined to be an excellent 
representative for her riding. “I 
really want to be an agent of 
change, to make things differ- 
ent.” 


Helping constituents with 
problems is very fulfilling, Mr. 
Walker says. “You get a lot of 
satisfaction from solving an 
immigration case, or seeing 
someone get their pension after 
four years of waiting. These 
things make the job worth- 
while.” 
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This summer on 
Parliament Hill 
...continued from page 1 


honour of the Year of the 
Family. 


The three components of 
the Canadian parliamentary 
system include the House of 
Commons, the Senate and the 
Crown (represented by the 
Governor General). We suggest 
a visit to the grounds of Rideau 
Hall, the Governor General’s 
residence, to make your parlia- 
mentary experience complete. 
For information call Rideau 
Hall (613) 998-7113/7114 or 
1-800-465-6890. 


A blast from the 
past! 

Is your watch running a 
little slow? Keep an ear open 
for the Noonday Gun, a ship’s 
cannon located west of the 
Centre Block. Purchased in 
1869 to signal the “true time 
daily” to civil servants and 
passers-by, the gun is fired at 
12 p.m. every Monday through 
Friday (and special holidays) 
from May to the end of August. 


Centre Block of Parliament Hill. 


Let’s hear it for the 
band! 


The Changing the Guard 
ceremony, an experience in 
pageantry, music and colour, 
will once again grace the main 
lawn of Parliament Hill. This 
half-hour ceremony, performed 
by the Governor General’s 
Footguards, takes place daily at 
10 a.m. from June 26 to August 
28. Get there early! 


Happy Birthday! 

In Ottawa for Canada Day? 
Come celebrate Canada’s 
birthday on Parliament Hill. 
The National Capital Commis- 
sion (NCC) is planning some 
wonderful activities, including 
a breathtaking fireworks display 
in the evening. 


New House of Commons schedule 


Sound and Light 


Most nights at 9:30 and 
10:30, from May to August, the 
NCC will highlight the history 
of Canada through a sound and 
light show on the Parliament 
Buildings. This new production 
is free and promises to be better 
than ever! 


We’ re saving for the 
future 


This summer, scaffolding 
will be erected around parts of 
the Peace Tower to complete 
repairs to its masonry. While 
carillon concerts and visits to 
the observation deck may be 
disrupted, all other activities 
will continue! 


For information on these and 
other activities, please contact: 


The Public Information Office 
House of Commons 

(613) 992-4793 

TTY (613) 995-2266 

or 

NCC 

(613) 239-5000 (local calls) 
or 1-800-465-1867. 
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First Among Equals: 
...continued from page 1 


The office of the Prime 
Minister is not defined in Cana- 
da’s laws or constitutional 
documents — instead, it has 
been shaped by age-old tradi- 
tions and the personalities of the 
individuals who have occupied 
the position. Political scientists 
have described the role as 
primus inter pares — Latin for 
“first among equals” — to 
define his or her position in 
government. 


And there is no doubt that it 
is a challenging position. Not 
only is the Prime Minister the 
head and symbol of Canadian 
government, but he or she is 
also: 


¢ the leader of a political party 
° a Member of Parliament 
° the chair of Cabinet 


an international representative 
for Canada 


° private person 
* national icon 


First Among Equals illumi- 
nates the different duties of the 
Prime Minister through material 
that has been collected by the 
National Archives of Canada, 
Parks Canada, the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization, the 
Canadian Currency Museum, 
several Canadian universities 
and other federal institutions. 


The exhibit will be centred 
at the National Archives — a 
couple of blocks away from 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa. 
Other parts of the exhibit will 
be housed in the foyer of the 
House of Commons and in 
Ottawa’s historical Byward 
Market. 


Cabinet documents 
fo love letters 


The exhibit organizes the 
phenomenal variety of material 
that has been collected from 
Canada’s 20 prime ministers 
into themes from the political to 
the personal. For example, 
viewers will be able to examine 
a re-creation of William Lyon 
Mackenzie King’s desk as it 
looked during World War II — 
complete with his work and 
diary spread across it. 


Participants will also be 
able to “experience” walking 
into a scrum of news reporters 
through an audiovisual presen- 
tation. For an instant, you will 
be able to feel the heat of the 
television lights and be blinded 
by camera flashes as a barrage 
of questions flies at you from 
all sides. 


A short list of articles to be 
included in the exhibit reads 
like a wish list for anyone who 
has ever wondered about the 
personalities of our prime 
ministers: 


Photo: J. M. Corisse/PMO. 


Prime Minister Jean Chrétien in debate in 1994. 
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Picture courtesy of he National Archives of Canad 


Photo of Sir Wilfrid Laurier campaigning for office. 


e love letters from Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier to his wife Zoé; 


° a speeding ticket issued to 
Lady Laurier for driving more 
than 10 miles an hour; 


° the telegram of condolence 
that Lester B. Pearson sent to 
Jackie Kennedy after John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated; 


° a letter from Sir Robert 
Borden demanding the resig- 
nation of one of his cabinet 
ministers; and 


° Borden’s lucky charm that he 
passed on to his successor 
Arthur Meighen. 


First Among Equals also 
gives a sense of how prime 
ministers have been portrayed 
in popular culture through the 
ages. From trading cards de- 
signed to capture the interest of 
young students, to an extensive 
gallery of political cartoons, 
visitors can see how the head of 
government has been re- 
spected, commemorated and 
lampooned over the years. 


Something for all 
interests 


Newshounds will be able to 
hear the first recorded radio 
address delivered by a prime 
minister and clips of all prime 
ministers who have ever been 
on film or video. Campaign 
posters and election memora- 
bilia will also be featured. 


Art buffs will be able to see 
a portrayal of Queen Victoria 
placing a wreath upon the coffin 
of Sir John Thompson, a paint- 
ing that has not been seen for 
nearly 70 years because of 
conservation concerns. The 
National Archives has restored 


the nearly 11’ x 7' painting to its 
original state in time for the 
hundredth anniversary of 
Thompson’s death. 


And those not faint of heart 
(or stomach) can take a peek at 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier’ s death 
mask — a plaster mold taken of 
his face shortly after his death. 


To see First Among 
Equals... 


The exhibit can be seen in 
Ottawa from May 20 to Novem- 
ber 30, 1994 — contact the 
National Archives of Canada at 
(613) 995-5138 for information 
on times and locations. First 
Among Equals will later travel 
across Canada. Future issues of 
Open House / Portes ouvertes 
will keep you posted about the 
travel schedule for this major 
exhibit. 
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Open House is published twice 
yearly by the Public Information 
Office (PIO). The PIO provides 
non-partisan information about 
the House of Commons, its role, 
history and activities. You are 
welcome to reproduce material 
from Open House provided you 
credit “Open House, Public 
Information Office, House of 
Commons.” For further 
information, please contact: 


The Public Information Office 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 


KIA 0A6 
Telephone: (613) 992-4793 
TING (613) 995-2266 
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“An education you can’t get in a classroom” 


Every Canadian student 
learns about Parliament in 
school. But how would you like 
to learn about it by meeting the 
people who work there? 


Each year, about 3,900 
students learn to feel more at 
home in the House of 
Commons. Some participate in 
educational programs, while 
others gain experience and 
knowledge by working on 
Parliament Hill. They also learn 
about each other — and 
discover a new sense of what it 
is to be Canadian through 
meeting other young Canadians 
from across the country. 


To get a taste for the 
different programs available, 
read the thumbnail descriptions 
on this page. If the programs 
interest you, contact the 
organizations for more 
information. 


To give you more 
information about the Page and 
Guide Programs, Open House / 
Portes ouvertes has also 
profiled Tarik Lacene and 
Catherine Phinney, two 
students who participated in 
these programs on Parliament 
Hill. 


Their stories appear on page 
6. In upcoming issues, we'll 
profile other students who have 
been involved on the Hill. 


Page Program — Pages are a 
vital communications link in the 
House of Commons chamber — 
they answer phones and, deliver 
messages and documents for 
MPs. The program is open to 
bilingual first-year students 
enrolled at the University of 
Ottawa or Carleton University, 


Pages at work in the Chamber. 


both in Ottawa. You have to 
apply in October of your last 
year of high school. If you go to 
school in Quebec, you must 
apply during October of your 
first or second year of CEGEP. 


Contact: Education and Visitor 
Services, House of Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIA OA6; 
(613) 995-4416. 


Parliamentary Guide 
Program — Guides greet the 
thousands of visitors who tour 
Parliament each year and show 
them around, explaining 
Canadian culture and history, 
parliamentary procedure and the 
architecture of the Parliament 
Buildings. Guides are bilingual 
full-time university students 
from across Canada who spend 
an unforgettable summer 
making friends and perfecting 
communication skills while 
working on Parliament Hill. 

The deadline for applications is 
mid-October of each year. 


Se | Contact: Education and Visitor 


An experience that opens doors to 
Parliament. 


Services, House of Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIA OA6; 
(613) 995-4416. 


Parliamentary Internship 
Program — The Canadian 
Political Science Association 
sponsors 10 university 
graduates each year to work as 
researchers and assistants in 
MPs offices. Each intern spends 
five months with a government 
MP and five months with an 
Opposition MP. Interns meet 
government officials, 
parliamentarians and other 
interns from Canada, and other 
countries. Graduates can apply 
directly to the Canadian 
Political Science Association. 
Contact: 205-1 Stewart Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIN 6H7; 
(613) 564-7550. 


Forum for Young Canadians 
— High school and CEGEP 
students from all backgrounds 
go to Ottawa for a week in 
spring to meet the key players 

in Parliament — and to get to 
know each other. Students get a 
close look at the machinery of 
government in the National 
Capital through presentations, 
tours, group discussions, 
simulated elections and debates, 
and by meeting MPs and 
senators. Participants are 
chosen by their school 
principals, who look for strong 
leadership abilities. 

Contact: 801-251 Laurier Avenue 
West, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5J6; 
(613) 233-4086. 


Forum for Young Canadians gets a 
special seat in the House. 


Encounters with Canada — 
The Terry Fox Canadian Youth 
Centre brings high school and 
CEGEP students to Ottawa for 
a week in the spring and the fall 
to explore how governmental, 
judicial and cultural institutions 
work. They meet experts and 
officials who introduce themes 
such as arts, science, law, 
journalism, business and the 
Canadian experience. The 
Centre is a tribute to Terry Fox, 
and inspires a sense of under- 
standing and friendship among 
participants. 


Contact: P.O. Box 7279, 

Cttawa, Ontario, KIL 8E3; 

(613) 744-1290, 

or 

1800, McGill College Ave., suite 
2811, Montreal, Quebec, H3A 3J6; 
(514) 849-5303. 


Adventure in Citizenship — 
For four days in May, high 
school and CEGEP students 
nominated by their school 
principals and sponsored by 
Rotary Clubs across Canada 
learn about our national institu- 
tions and current issues through 
tours, briefings from political 
leaders and officials, discus- 
sions and debates. The program 
helps youth become better 
citizens by opening their eyes to 
what it means to be a Canadian 
citizen. 

Contact: Rotary Club of Ottawa, 


Chateau Laurier, Ottawa, Ontario, 
KIN 887; (613) 241-6003. 


| 4-H Citizenship Seminar — 


4-H members from across rural 


| Canada gather to get to know 


each other, the capital and 
Parliament for six days. They 
explore current events, history 
and government through 
seminars, discussions, 
simulations, tours and meetings. 
Participants are chosen through 
regional and provincial 4-H 
councils. 


Contact: Canadian 4-H Council, 
208-1690 Woodward Drive, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K2C 3R8; 
(613) 723-4444. 


O OPEN HOUSE 


PROFILES 


“Outstanding 
training ground” 


As a parliamentary guide in 
the summer of 1992 and a 
supervisor the next summer, 
Tarik Lacène got to meet 
influential and interesting 
people such as the Rockefellers 
and 60 of their guests from 
Central and South America, a 
religious leader from India who 
has a following of 60 million 
people, and Russian president 
Boris Yeltsin. 


But Lacéne, now 22, says 
the best part of being a guide 
was “meeting people from all 
across the country, from Prince 
Edward Island to the Northwest 
Territories. Canadians have so 
much to offer. You gain more 
pride about being Canadian 
after a summer on Parliament 
Hill.” 


Laceéne is originally from 
Ottawa, but found out about the 
guide jobs when he was study- 
ing political science at McGill 
University in Montreal. He 
recently received his degree, 
with a major in Canadian poli- 
tics. And he recognizes that his 
time on the Hill was an out- 
standing training period.” 


“You spend so much time 
reading about it and studying it. 
But being on Parliament Hill, 
you get a chance to see history 
in the making.” 


Hill became part of 
university 
experience 


When Catherine Phinney 
was planning to go to Carleton 
University’s journalism school 
in Ottawa, she didn’t know if 
she could afford to move from 
her home in Fredericton, N.B. 
She applied to become a parlia- 
mentary page so she could work 
while studying — and get an 
inside look at Canadian politics. 


Pages often find their 
experience opens doors for 
them. For Phinney, doors 
opened in the House of Com- 
mons. Two and a half years 
after being a page. she’s still on 
Parliament Hill — this time, as 
a guide during the school year. 


She enjoys every minute of 
it, and has made many friends 
as a page and guide. She does 
not want to leave. “Parliament 
Hill has been a part of my life 
since I’ve come to Ottawa. And 
it’s definitely been a big part of 
my university experience.” 


Phinney, 20, says the job 
gives her “a sense of accom- 
plishment because were a part 
of the process.” 


After her first year of jour- 
nalism school, Phinney 
switched to political science 
with a major in international 
law and negotiation. She hopes 
to someday have a career that 
Involves politics and policy — 
a career that will certainly be 
helped by her Parliament Hill 
experience. 


“It’s an education you can’t 
get in a classroom,” she says. 


TEACHER'S CORNER 


Be an MP for a day! 


Imagine that you have just 
been elected as the new Mem- 
ber of Parliament for your 
constituency. Your daily 
schedule from the campaign 
trail is about to change. The 
job of a Member will take you 
down a well travelled road 
where you will have to balance 
the demands of Parliament Hill 
and your constituency office. 


A juggling act! 
Juggling a varied schedule 
of activities and responsibili- 
ties is a fact of life for MPs. 
Members must respond to 
requests for committee meet- 
ings, speaking engagements, 
chamber duty, caucus meet- 
ings, media interviews, and 
special events and ceremonies. 
Now it’s time to get to work. 
But where do you start in 
preparing tomorrow’s agenda? 


a 


“Setting the Agenda” 


Getting started! 


You can start by reviewing 
the list of requests and duties 
found in the “Setting the 
Agenda” lesson plan prepared 
for intermediate and senior 
classes. Students will have to use 
their skills to set priorities, 
categorize, make decisions and 
speak in public to set the day’s 
agenda. 

Instructions for the teacher 
and students, as well as back- 
ground materials to help com- 
plete the lesson plan, are in- 
cluded in the package. “Setting 
the Agenda” can be obtained by 
ordering a Teachers Kit from the 
Education Service of the House 
of Commons, at (613) 995-4416. 


= 
Recruitment 


Every year, in mid-Sep- 
tember, application booklets 
for the House of Commons 
Page Program are sent 
to high school guid- 
ance offices across 
Canada. Application 
booklets for the 
Parliamentary Guide 
Program are sent to 
university student 
placement centres 
across the country as 


well. Interested stu- 
dents should mark 
their calendars now to 
avoid disappointment. 


The application deadline date is 
tentatively set for October 21, 
1994, 


A place for youth. 


The Speaker 
...continued from page 1 


also used to be a high school 
principal and history teacher. 


Mr. Parent chuckles when he 
is asked if being the Speaker of 
the House is anything like being 
a principal. “I don’t intend to 
treat MPs as students — they are 
my colleagues. The only differ- 
ence is that my chair is a bit 
higher up.” 


“Tm not the master of the 
House. If anything, I’m the 
servant.” 


An atmosphere of 
give and take 


Mr. Parent feels his most 
important role takes place inside 
the Commons chamber. For two 
to three hours a day, he sits in 
the historical chair at the head of 
the Commons, paying close 
attention to questions, points of 
order, proceedings and votes, 
and making sure that free debate 
takes place. “My job is not to 
rule, but to facilitate debate.” 


ns. 


Speaker Parent presiding over House debates. 


During other debates and 
proceedings, the Speaker’s chair 
is filled by Deputy Speaker 
David Kilgour or Assistant 
Deputy Speakers Bob Kilger 
and Shirley Maheu. The Deputy 
Speakers are appointed by the 
Prime Minister. 


The Speaker must remain 
absolutely impartial with Mem- 
bers of Parliament since they 
cannot speak until they are 
recognized by the Speaker. 
Members can appeal to the 
Speaker if they think rules are 
being broken. And, if debate 
heats up too much, it’s the 
Speaker’s job to keep order in 
the House. 


“T have to make sure there’s 
a give and take in Question 
Period — Members should not 
only get the chance to speak 
out, but also to be listened to. I 
would like to foster an atmos- 
phere of fairness, then no one 
can think that I’ve taken sides.” 


Many roles means 
many hours of work 


Apart from his legislative 
role, Mr. Parent has several 
other important responsibilities. 
The position of Speaker has 
been part of Parliament in 
England since the late 1300s, so 
it comes with ceremonial duties 
such as the daily Speaker's 


parade and leading MPs from 
the House to the Senate to hear 
the Speech from the Throne. 
The Speaker also hosts foreign 
dignitaries, delegations and 
ambassadors. 


Another responsibility is 
overseeing the House adminis- 
tration — the more than 1,700 
people who provide services for 


The Speaker's duties involve speaking to school groups. 


MPs. As part of this role, the 
Speaker chairs the Board of 
Internal Economy, which pre- 
pares the House of Commons’ 
budget. 


On top of his formal duties 
in the House, the Speaker is still 
a Member of Parliament and 
must keep abreast of what is 
going on in his or her constitu- 
ency. This can be challenging 
because the Speaker must 
remain neutral — he or she 
cannot support or criticize the 
government s policies, and can 
only vote in the House to break 
a tie. “We're called speakers, 
but we can’t speak!” puns Mr. 
Parent. 


Fortunately, just because the 
Speakers mouth is closed 
doesn’t mean his or her hands 
are tied. Staff members con- 
tinue to help constituents with 
questions and problems. The 
Cabinet Ministers also under- 
stand that the Speaker is in a 
challenging position when it 
comes to political matters, and 
they try to help out. “I’ve been 
told that any reasonable re- 
quests will be considered,” says 
Mr. Parent. 


With all the responsibilities 
he has to consider, Mr. Parent 
works long days, starting at 
around 8 a.m. and lasting as late 
as 11 p.m. He also must travel 
between Ottawa and his South- 
ern Ontario riding of Welland- 
St. Catharines-Thorold. 


But it’s a job he’s honoured 
to have. He says he was at- 
tracted to it because of his deep 
sense of respect for Members of 
Parliament. 


“It’s a position of trust. All 
through the years, I’ve seen 
myself as a peacemaker, as 
someone who can reach com- 


promises and decisions. I 
thought I'd be able to be fair- 
handed.” 


And it’s also a job that 
requires learning rather than 
teaching. His staff and the 
Clerks of the House help him by 
briefing him on the day's events 
and advising him about the 
rules of the House. 


“They re parliamentary 
experts. They can give me 
advice on the answers and the 
reasons for the answers. So I’m 
not flying by the seat of my 
pants.” 


Did you know? 


The position of Speaker got 
its name in the early days of 
Parliament in England. The 
original purpose of the Speaker 
was to ‘speak’ to the King and 
his advisors on behalf of the 
House of Commons — the 
“commoners. The Speaker 
presented petitions and griev- 
ances from these people. As 
legend has it, the Speaker's job 
Was not a great one — some 
Speakers lost their heads be- 
cause of a king’s anger at the 
messages the Speaker brought. 
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NORMANDY, France, June 
6, 1944 — Canadian troops 
participate in an invasion lead- 
ing to the end of World War II. 

We remember it as D day. 


Fifty years later, Canadians 
commemorate the road to peace 
through “Canada Remembers’, 
a nation-wide initiative begin- 
ning in June, 1994 and continu- 
ing through 1995. 


In the Peace Tower's Me- 
morial Chamber, guides will tell 
visitors about the 50th anniver- 
saries of important military 
events from WW II. In the 
Books of Remembrance, visi- 
tors can see the names of Cana- 
dians who lost their lives for the 
cause of peace. 


Parliamentary Librarian 
served under eight prime 


April 9, 1994. 


He was appointed Parliamentary Librarian on 
November 16, 1960 and is the longest continually 
serving official with the rank of Deputy Minister. 


During this time he has served under eight prime 
ministers and reported to twelve Speakers of the Senate 
and ten Speakers of the House of Commons. 


The Parliamentary Librarian, Erik J. Spicer, will 
retire after more than thirty-three years of service to 
Parliament and the Government of Canada, effective 


Erik Spicer is applauded in the House of Commons. 


The Memorial Chamber and its Books of Remembrance. 


From June 3 to June 6, 
Canadian veterans will gather in 
Ottawa to commemorate D day. 


The War Museum is coordinat- 
ing the events which will in- 
clude military re-enactments 


Identify these 
former prime 
ministers from the 
choice of names 
oer à 


OOOO) 


. Hon. Sir John J.C. Abbott, 
Liberal Conservative. 


. Hon. Sir Mackenzie 
Bowell, Conservative. 


- Rt. Hon. Louis Stephen 
St. Laurent, Liberal. 


. Hon. Alexander Mackenzie, 
Liberal. 
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and a commemorative service. 
Parliament Hill will be the 
scene of a military parade and 
flypast of WW II aircraft on 
June 5. On June 6, the Peace 
Tower Carillon will ring to 
commemorate peace during a 
wreath laying ceremony at 
Canada’s War Memorial. 

For further information 
about these events, please call: 


1-800-268-1333. 
DAY 
one jo 


1944-1994 


À! ANADA REMEMBERS 
/ LE CANADA SE SOUVIENT 


@ Who was the only prime 


minister to be buried 
outside of Canada? 


@ Which two prime ministers 
led the country from the 
Senate? 
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Open House / Portes ouvertes 

has an open door policy for com- 
ments — we want to know what 
you think about this publication. 


Please write to: 


The Editor 

Open House / Portes ouvertes 
Public Information Office 
Room 377, East Block 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 
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Bedford Bennett; lieu de 
sépulture — le cimetière 
d'église à Mickleham, 
Surrey (Angleterre). 
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Parliament opens with the Speech from the 


Starting Parliament’s engine 


Many of us don’t really understand what happens when we turn the key in a 
car. We know vaguely that spark plugs spark, pistons pump, fuel surges and 
We are On our way. 


An election puts us behind the wheel and gives us a key too. As voters in 
Canada, we have the ability to start the “engine” of Parliament. When we 
exercise our right to vote, we start up our system of government and a chain 
of events that always links back to us the voter. 


© Cont'd on page 2 


In the race 


After the next federal election, a 
number of new faces will appear in 
the House of Commons Chamber. 
These men and women will have 
run a long and hard race, 
culminating in their taking their seat 
in the House. Starting with the 
stroke of the Governor General’s 
pen rather than the crack of a 
starter’s pistol, it is very much a 
race to the finish line. 


The Runner 


There are a few questions you 
should ask yourself before you enter 
the election race. Do you have the 
qualities and experience that show 
voters you can represent them? Can 
you stand up to close media 
scrutiny? Do you believe strongly in 
your party’s platform or have a 
particular idea to put before the 
public? Do you have your family’s 
support? 


Qualifying 


Basically, if you can vote, you can 
run for the House of Commons. The 
Canada Elections Act sets out some 
restrictions on who can be a 
candidate, but essentially you must 
be a Canadian citizen and 18 years 


C cont'd on page 3 
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Starting out 


The Governor General has 
dissolved Parliament and called an 
election because Parliament has 
reached the five-year limit set out in 
our Constitution, or the Prime 
Minister has asked him to. The 
government may have lost the 
confidence of the House or it may 
want to seek a new mandate from 
Canadians, often related to a 
specific policy issue. 


Choosing a representative 


An election gives Canadians the 
chance to put the principle of 
representative government to work. 
We can choose a person to sit in the 
House of Commons, represent our 
ideas and make decisions on our 
behalf. Transportation, health, 
defence, trade and immigration are 
some of the matters our 
representative will have to think 
about. 


The election campaign opens up the 
debate and dialogue about who will 
represent us at the federal level. 
Candidates will bring their party 
platforms and personal convictions 
to the voters, asking for their 
support. We will be faced with 
policies, decisions and choices in 
our meeting halls, in our 
classrooms, on our TV screens and 
even on our doorsteps. 


In the end, the candidate who 
receives the most votes wins. And, 
usually, the party that gets the most 
candidates elected to the House 
forms the government. 


Responsibility: Members and 
Cabinet 


One of the principles of our 
parliamentary democracy 1s that 
Members of the House of Commons 
are responsible, or accountable, to the 
voters. And there is no truer test of 
accountability than an election, when 
voters can tell a representative that 
they want him or her to continue or 
that they want a change. 


Once in the House, the representatives 
can tell the Cabinet the same thing. 
The Cabinet is accountable to the 
House and must keep the confidence 
of the majority of Members. If the 
Cabinet loses this confidence, it must 
resign and the Prime Minister must ask 
the Governor General to call an 
election, giving voters another 
opportunity to choose their 
representatives. 


Renewing our parliamentary 
system 


An election is a time for us to renew 
our parliamentary system. The 
“engine” of Parliament has been 
sitting idle, waiting for the spark of the 
new session and the Throne Speech to 
set it in motion again. The arrival of 
new Members on Parliament Hill 
means a new mix of people from 
different backgrounds and cultures, 
bringing their ideas and energy to the 
legislative process. The number of 
seats the parties hold and the nature of 
the individual parliamentarians will set 
the tone of the Parliament. Which bill 
will be proposed by the government? 
Which bills will be hotly debated? 

Sculpture representing 

"The Vote" - East wall, 

House of Commons. 
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Once again, our representatives will 
decide on our behalf. The bills and 
initiatives that get the support of the 
majority of Members will be sent to 
the Senate and the Governor General 
for their approval. Once approved by 
these three components of 
Parliament, the bills can become 
laws. 


How the parts fit together 


We choose a representative, who is 
responsible to us. The principle of 
responsibility also links the Cabinet 
and the House. The House, acting as 
a whole, passes bills which go 
through the levels of Parliament to 
become laws. 


And the “ignition” for the whole 
machine is the voter. The vote that is 
cast and placed in the ballot box in 
Cornerbrook, Nfld., starts a process 
that continues every day in Canada’s 
Parliament. People taking 
responsibility. People representing 
others. People being accountable to 


others. 
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old on election day. You don’t have to 
be a registered voter or even live in the 
riding where you are running. But you 
can’t run in more than one riding at a 
time. 


If you meet the legal requirements and 
think you’d make a good MP, your 
next step 1s the nomination process. 


The Starting Blocks 


You could run as an independent or 
under the banner of a political party. 


To be a candidate for a specific party, 
you usually need to be nominated by 
the party’s riding association. 
Candidates are often nominated before 
the election is called. 


Each of the major federal political 
parties has its own nomination 
process. It usually involves getting 
party members in the riding 
association to vote for you at a 
nomination meeting. 


After you get the nomination, one of 
the first things you should do is 
appoint an official agent and an 
auditor. Your agent is the person who 
records all contributions and pays all 
campaign-related expenses. These 
contributions and expenses are 
checked by the auditor. Remember, the 
amount you can spend is determined 
by the number of registered voters on 
the preliminary list for your riding. 


As soon as possible after the election 
is called, you need to get a nomination 
paper from the returning officer in the 


riding where you want to run. Get 
100 people who are eligible to vote 
in the riding to sign the paper in 
front of a witness. 


You have until 2 p.m. on 
nomination day, 28 days before the 
election, to give your nomination 
paper and other legal documents to 
the returning officer. At the same 
time, you have to give a $1,000 
deposit. This deposit is to ensure 
that candidates are really serious 
about running in the election. You 
will get half of it back if you 
receive at least 15% of the votes 
and the balance back if you send in 
your return of election expenses by 
the deadline. 


Getting cold feet? You have until 
5 p.m. on nomination day to 
withdraw your nomination. 
Otherwise, lace up your sneakers 
and start running. 


The Race — Start 
campaigning 


Candidates don’t get elected all by 
themselves — they need a team of 
campaign workers. You'll need a 
campaign manager, an office 
manager, a media relations person 
and someone to organize the army 
of volunteers needed to canvass 
and get the voters out on election 
day. 


These people all need a place to 
work. Office space, furniture and 
equipment has to be rented and 
telephones hooked up. There are 


flyers to be printed and signs to put 
up telling people who you are and 
what you stand for. 


During the 47 days of campaigning 
(the federal legal minimum; there is 
no maximum), you will be kept busy 
going to an endless stream of public 
events, meeting voters, making media 
appearances and giving speeches. 


The Homestretch 


It’s the day before the election. Your 
workers are calling people in the 
riding to make sure they get out to 
the polls. To win, you must get more 
votes than the other candidates in the 
riding. This is called the “first-past- 
the-post” system. 


Election day. You go to your local 
polling station to vote like any other 
voter in your riding. Some polling 
stations are spread across ridings that 
cover many kilometres. (See 
“Carving up the Boundaries” p. 10.) 
Your scrutineers are at the polls to 
observe the voting. Then it’s off to 
rally your campaign workers and 
home for a rest before the evening’s 
party. Victory or defeat, it’s still 
anybody’s guess. 


The polls have closed and the ballots 
have been counted (ballots are still 
handcounted in Canada). 
Congratulations, it’s your name that 
the returning officer records on the 
writ of election and sends to the 
Chief Electoral Officer. Some 
returning officers deliver the results 


C)cont'd on page 4 
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by hand or, to avoid lost mail, they 
put the results into a special envelope 
send them by priority post to the 
Chief Electoral Officer. When the 
Prime Minister asks the Governor 
General to summon Parliament, you 
will be one of 295 Members going to 
Ottawa to sit in the House of 
Commons. 


The Finish Line 


Welcome to Parliament Hill. Before 
you can sit in the House of 
Commons, you must meet the Clerk 
of the House to take the oath of 
allegiance or an affirmation and then 
sign the roll. 


Starting work as a Member of 
Parliament is like starting any new 
job. You will need an orientation to 
House procedures and party 
strategies. You'll have to set up a 
new office and, before long, there 
will be debates and committee work 
to attend to. 


Canada’s Constitution says that a 
government must call an election 
within five years of the day the last 
writs of election were returned. With 
one election win behind you, maybe 
you'll be ready to lace up your 
sneakers and try it again. 


Opening lines: The 
maiden speech 


“T have waited 51 years for this very 
moment to rise in the House of 
Commons of Canada and address 
such an august body in my maiden 
speech.” 


This quote is from a Member of 
Parliament’s maiden speech — the 
first time an MP rises in the House 
of Commons to address his or her 
colleagues. Some people wait a long 
time and work very hard for the 


privilege of becoming a Member, so 
speaking to the House for the first 
time is an unforgettable moment. 


Traditionally, the maiden speech has 
been looked on as a rite of passage: it 
probably won’t make or break a new 
Member’s career, but it does count 
for first impressions. 


For some new Members, the maiden 
speech is a piece of cake. They’re 
used to public speaking under 
pressure. But for others, it takes a | 
while to get used to the bright lights 
and boisterous atmosphere in the 
House where the nation’s business is 
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conducted. Some of the most 
polished orators in the House of 
Commons were filled with dread 
before their maiden speech. 


There are no special rules for maiden 
speeches; nor do parties give new 
Members formal advice about what 
to say the first time. The topic and 
timing of the maiden speech is 
usually left up to the individual 
Member: they can learn the ropes by 
climbing up them or by watching 
seasoned politicians shimmy down. 
However, the maiden speech is 
steeped in hundreds of years of 
British parliamentary tradition. In his 
article in the September 1988 
European Journal of Political 
Research called “Will I like it the 
first time?”, Jorgen Rasmussen lists 
the “unwritten rules” of maiden 
speeches in the British House of 
Commons. 


“Rituals of style” in maiden speeches 
include hesitancy, brevity and 
humility, while Members’ “rituals of 
substance” include referring to their 
predecessors, describing their 
constituencies and avoiding 
contentious issues. 


“T am one of the many to whom he 
[the Member’s predecessor] gave the 
vision of a better day for the common 
people of this country. It was my 
privilege to know him as a close 
personal friend and adviser,” 
commented one Member. 


Open House surveyed a number of 
past and present Members’ maiden 
speeches, and found that many 
follow these unwritten rules. 


Almost all of the Members who give 
“traditional” maiden speeches 
congratulate the Speaker on his or 
her election. Many thank their 
supporters, election workers, 
political party and family. They 
speak about the honour of rising 
before the House. Some of them 
acknowledge their greenhorn status. 
And they talk about the landmarks, 
geography, economy and people in 
their constituencies. 

Some new Members choose to dive 
right into House business and make 
statements, ask questions of a 
colleague or Opposition Member, or 
address the substance of a bill. 


But many new Members give their 
maiden speeches during debate over 
the Speech from the Throne. This 
speech presents the government’s 
intentions for the upcoming session, 
and the Governor General reads it to 
start a session of Parliament. 


Debate on the Throne Speech tends 
to be very general, so Members 
making their maiden speech often 
follow the “unwritten rules” 
described by Rasmussen. They get 
their feet wet by lending their general 
support or opposition to the 
government and talking about topics 
and issues familiar to them. 


Colleagues on both sides of the 
House encourage and applaud 
maiden speeches. Often, the next 
speaker in the debate will 
congratulate the new Member — 
no matter what his or her political 
stripe — and comment on the main 
points of his or her speech. 


As another Member said, “I want to 
congratulate all Members in the 
House on their election. Let them 
always be mindful of the 
responsibility we have toward 
Canadians and to never forget that 
what we do and, more important, 
what we do not do, seriously affects 
the future of this country.” & 


2 Did you know? | 
> Women received the right l 
| to vote federally in 1918. 


> Both the House of Commons 
and the Senate have had 
women Speakers. 


y> Jeanne Sauvé was the Speaker 
of the House of Commons 
from 1980 to 1984. 

Mme Sauvé then became 

the Governor General 

| from 1984 to 1990. 


p> Muriel Ferguson was the 
Speaker of the Senate from 
1972 to 1974. She was 
succeeded by Renaude 
Lapointe, who was Speaker 
of the Senate until 1979. 


> October is Women’s History 
Month. 
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Evening the odds: 
funds for women 
candidates 


lam most anxious to make the way 
easier for the women who will come 
after me in public life — and may they 
come soon and in quantity. 

— Agnes Macphail 


In 1921, Agnes Macphail was elected 
to the House of Commons. As 
Canada’s first female Member of 
Parliament, she led the way for 
women in the Canadian democratic 
process. 


were two other parliamentarians 
whose careers are case studies in 
breaking down barriers for women in 
politics. 


Fairclough, elected to the House of 
Commons in 1950, was made 
Canada’s first woman cabinet 
minister in 1957. Judy LaMarsh, 
elected in 1960, became a Cabinet 
Minister in 1963. 


The three women are also namesakes 
of special funding foundations set up 
by three national parties represented 
in the House of Commons. It is 
widely recognized that the need for 
resources is one of the major barriers 
facing women candidates, along with 
family and career obligations. 


The parties established the funds in 
the early 1980s to attract, train and 
finance female candidates. Along 
with funding, the parties also sponsor 
candidate search, educational, 
training and support programs for 
women candidates. 


The Ellen Fairclough Foundation and 
the Judy LaMarsh Fund raise money 
between elections and distribute it 
among women candidates once an 
election is called. The Agnes 
Macphail Fund helps women at the 
candidate nomination level with 
child care, transportation and other 
expenses. 


Today, women are an integral part of 
Canada’s political process. As the 
Speaker of the House of Commons 
John Fraser once said, “The 
Parliament of Canada has been and 
will continue to be a magnet to some 
of our country’s brightest and most 
accomplished women.” Bi 


Officer 


Every ship needs a captain to keep it 
on course and sailing smoothly. 


Meet the Chief Electoral Officer of 
Canada. His job is to make sure 
federal elections are fair and that 
every Canadian who is eligible to 
vote in an election has the 
opportunity to do so. 


The Chief Electoral Officer is an 
officer of the House of Commons and 
is appointed by the House. His term 
ends when he turns 65. The 
Governor General may also remove 
him from office if there is a joint 
request from the House of Commons 
and the Senate. 


The Chief Electoral Officer’s job 1s 
strictly non-partisan, so he is not 
connected with the current 
government or with any political 
party. He reports directly to 
Parliament, and delegates duties to 
election workers across the country. 
Sixty days after the return of the writ, 
he files a statutory report to 
Parliament, which describes any 
change in the election process, and 
any events that have taken place 
since the previous report. 


When there are almost 18 million 
eligible voters — as there were in the 
1988 election — this job is no small 
task. 


Returning officers: 
it’s a tough job, 
but someone’s 
sotta do it 


Behind the hoopla of an election are 
thousands of election workers. 
Coordinating these workers 1s a team 
of 295 returning officers, who 
organize the election in each riding, 
independent from the campaigns 
going on around them. 


Returning officers are appointed by 
Cabinet and report to the Chief 
Electoral Officer. They have to be at 
least 21 years old and live in the 
riding where they’re appointed. 


It’s a demanding job that involves: 


* managing finances; 

* recruiting, hiring and dealing 
with staff; 
strategically planning for election 
day; 

* mediating disputes;: 

* organizing and managing an 
office; and 
providing information to the 
public. 


Returning officers also have to be 
completely non-partisan and fair. 
They aren’t even allowed to cast a 
vote, except in rare cases to break a 
tie. 
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A Returning Officer at work. 


Their main job is to ensure that all 
eligible voters in a riding are on the 
voters list and have the opportunity 
to vote. 


They do this before the election by 
dividing the riding into polling 
divisions of at least 350 voters. Then, 
returning officers are on the look-out 
for locations for an office and polling 
stations. 


Returning officers switch into high 
gear when the election writ 1s 
dropped. On little more than a few 
hours’ notice, the returning officers 
have to open offices, hire and train 
staff, and supervise the preparation 
of voters lists and voter information 
cards. 


Election day is perhaps the peak of 
the returning officers’ hectic job: 
they oversee the voting, officially 
verify the vote count and declare the 
winning candidates. 


But the job doesn’t end there. After 
the election, the returning officer has 
to do the paperwork, receive election 
expenses reports from candidates and 
make the reports available to the 
public. 


For more information on the work of 
returning officers, call Elections 
Canada at 1-800-267-VOTE. 


Open House is published twice yearly 
by the Public Information Office (PIO). 
The PIO provides non-partisan 
information about the House of 
Commons, its role, history and 
activities. You are welcome to 
reproduce material from Open House 
provided you credit “Open House, 
Public Information Office, House of 
Commons.” For further information, 
please contact the Public Information 
Office, House of Commons, Ottawa, 
K1A 0A6. 

Telephone: (613) 992-4793 

TDD: (613) 995-2266. | 
ISSN 1195-145X | 


Countdown to an 


election: the diary 
of Voter Kelly 


Open House brings you the diary of 
Voter Kelly, a first-time voter in a 
Canadian election that will bring 
successful candidates to the House of 
Commons as Members of Parliament. 


DAY 47 


My first election as a voter! The 
Governor General dissolved 
Parliament today and the Chief 
Electoral Officer — an officer of the 
House of Commons — dropped the 
writ, as they put it. Today, 
campaigning begins: for the next 
seven weeks, I’m going to see 
nothing but signs all over people’s 
lawns. 


DAY 40 


I see that the Returning Officer has 
opened her office in my riding. I 
heard she usually has to organize 
enumerators to go from door to door 
to make up a list of all the people in 
this area who can vote. This election, 
she doesn’t have to: because a 
referendum was held in October 
1992, the voters list is reasonably 
up-to-date. However, enumeration 
took place in Quebec this year. 


DAY 30 


My neighbour got a card in the mail 
today that tells her where and when 
she can vote. She told me she’s going 
to be away on election day, so she’s 
voting by a special ballot that she’ll 
pick up at the Elections Canada 
office. 


I didn’t get a card, though — I guess 
I’m not on the list because I wasn’t 
old enough to vote in the referendum. 
I'll have to go and see the the 
Returning Officer. 


DAY 28 


Nominations closed today: all the 
candidates who are running in this 
election have filed their legal papers 
with the Returning Officer. Now the 
race 1s on, for sure! 


DAY 25 


I called the Elections Canada office, 
and they said I have until the 
Wednesday before election day to get 
my name on the voters list. Just to be 
on the safe side, I did it today. All I 
had to do was show them ID that has 


my name, address and signature on it. 


The revising officer — an Elections 
Canada official in charge of making 
corrections to the voters’ list — gave 
me an information card that tells me 
where and when to vote. 


DAY 2 


Political advertising and opinion 
polls have to stop today. Thank 
goodness! I need time to make a 
final decision on who I’m 
going to vote for. I've read 
the campaign leterature 

left at my door and I've 
heard the candidates' 
speeches. And I've 
debated the importance of 
having regional issues 
raised in the House 

of Commons; I live far 
from Ottawa and I want my 
representative to 

bring these issues to other people's 
attention. 


DAY 0 


Monday — election day. I got time 
off work to go vote. According to the 
law, my boss has to give me enough 
time off with pay to get to my poll. 


There were quite a few people at the 
poll. The poll clerk made sure I was 
on the list, then he marked it to show 
I voted after I put my ballot in the 
box. 


In my history class last year, we 
learned that early elections in Canada 
were pretty unfair. Only a few select 
people could vote, and they used to 
do it verbally or by a show of hands. 


It’s nice to know that no one can 
intimidate me into voting a certain 
way. Today, I got to fill in a secret 
ballot and mark an “x” beside who I 
want to sent to Parliament Hill. I 
think the whole point of this is to 
choose someone to represent me and 
to be accountable. That's part of 
parliamentary democracy after all. BS 


Photo: Elections Canada 


Teacher's 
LEH” 
COA 


Citizenship Education at the 
House of Commons 


As the election focusses Canadians’ 
attention on democratic process, the 
Public Information Office (PIO) 
continues to develop programs and 
products to explain our system. 


Last spring the Public Information 
Office led a planning session with 10 
educators from across the country to 
discuss the state of citizenship 
education in Canada. The group was 
made up of classroom teachers, 
professors of education, representatives 
from teacher’s associations, adult 
educators and staff from 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship. 


_ 


Citizenship educators meet 
on the Hill. 


The group affirmed that effective 


citizenship education helped students: 


. become good citizens; 

. arrive at common understandings 
and an acceptance of the meaning 
of participatory and responsible 
citizenship; 

» appreciate democratic values and 
processes; 

. develop a basic knowledge of 
Canadian political institutions, and 
be aware of the rights and 
responsibilities of every Canadian 
citizen. 


To achieve these goals, the group 
highlighted the following needs: 


. tocreate quality, teacher-proven 
materials and programs in 
citizenship education; 

. to put existing materials into 
teachers’ hands; 

. to increase professional 
development for social studies 
educators in the field of citizenship 
education; 

. to encourage opportunities for 
teachers to share their ideas. 


This valuable input will help the PIO 
set long-term priorities for educational 
programming. Educators will continue 
to be consulted about new initiatives. 


Materials available from 
the PIO 


When teaching about the election and 
the new Parliament, don’t forget to 
order a copy of the updated PIO Teach- 
er’s Kit. It features new fact sheets and 
a lesson plan examining the duties of 
Members of the House of Commons. 
After the election, the PIO will have 
lists of the new Members, Cabinet 
Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries 
and Critics. 


Discussing the role of 


citizenship education. 


Getting elected to the House of 
Commons 


What better way to teach your students 
about the democratic process than to 
hold a mock election in your class- 
room? Elections Canada offers two 
election simulation kits. "Canada at the 
Polls" is designed for high school 
students, but can be adapted to any age 
group. "My Favourite Playmate" is for 
children from kindergarten to grade 
four. Both kits include posters, a ballot 
booth and election materials. 


Also from Elections Canada 


"Voting’s Now in Easy Reach", an 
information kit for students of voting 
age, tells students about the upcoming 
election and how easy it will be for 
them to vote. It includes colourful 
brochures, a calendar of the events 
leading up to the election and a 
resource list. 


For more information about this pack- 
age, the election simulation kits and 
other Elections Canada materials, call 
the Community Relations Officer at 
1-800-267-VOTE. BI 


295 easy pieces 


In the House of Commons today, there 
are 295 Members of Parliament. Each 
Member is elected by a riding — also 
called a federal electoral district — 
which is a distinct geographic area. The 
sizes and shapes of ridings make a map 
of electoral districts look like a jigsaw 
puzzle. 


Why 295? 


After each 10-year census, the Chief 
Statistician — who is the head of 
Statistics Canada — gives the Chief 
Electoral Officer the population of each 
province and the territories broken 
down by electoral districts. The Chief 
Electoral Officer calculates the number 
of seats. 


1. Two seats are given to the 
Northwest Territories and one to the 
Yukon Territory. 

2. The total population of the 10 
provinces is divided by 279 (derived 
from the number of seats in 1985) to 
determine the electoral quotient: 
how many people each seat should 
represent. 

3. The total population of each 
province is divided by the quotient 
to determine the theoretical number 
of seats allocated to each province. 


4. Seats are then added using two 
clauses that protect provinces with 
small populations from losing seats 
and thus power in the House: 

* the “senatorial clause” of 
1915, which guarantees 
each province as many seats 
in the House as it has in the 
Senate; and 

* the “grandfather clause” of 
1985, which guarantees 
each province as many seats 
as it had in 1976 or during 
the 33rd Parliament. 


Determining the shape of the 
puzzle pieces 


Until the 1960s, the House of 
Commons had one committee to fix the 
boundaries of all ridings. There were no 
official rules, just informal practices. 


However, a law passed in 1964 turned 
over the responsibility of determining 
boundaries to independent 
commissions. 


Today, each province and the 
Northwest Territories have a three- 
member independent boundaries 
commission chaired by a provincial 
judge. (The Yukon Territory has only 
one seat in the House of Commons, and 
thus, one riding, so it doesn’t have a 
boundaries commission.) The Speaker 
of the House of Commons appoints the 


two other members, who can’t be sitting 
members of the Senate or any 
legislature. 


The commissions can change the 
boundaries based on feedback from 
voters and Members of Parliament at 
public hearings. 


The Chief Electoral Officer then drafts 
a representation order, describing and 
naming the ridings established by the 
commissions. The Cabinet proclaims 
the order, and one year later, the new 
boundaries are ready for use. 


Where to draw the line? 


The population of each riding should be 
roughly equal to the electoral quotient. 
But adjusting boundaries is a delicate 
balancing act: commission members 
have to take regional identity, history 
and geography into account. 


As a result, one riding — Nunatsiaq in 
the Northwest Territories — sprawls 
over 2.232 million square kilometres. 
However, only 21,000 people live there. 
The combined total area of Ontario and 
Quebec is only slightly larger than 
Nunatsiaq — but contains 15 million 
voters. 


The smallest riding is Rosemont 

in Quebec. It’s 8 square kilometres 
with almost 90,000 people within its 
boundaries. 
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Canada Day 
iulv À 7 juillet 


An inside look at Cabinet 


The men and women who make up the Cabinet have a political, legislative and 
representative role to play. Essentially, they chart the course the government will 
follow during its time in office. The importance of their task often puts their names 
in the headlines and their faces on our TV screens. 


Cabinet provides initiative and leadership. It sets the government’s agenda by sifting 
through ideas for legislation and policies and setting priorities. It presents legislation 


to Parliament for approval and, once the laws are enacted, is responsible to Parlia- 
ment for their implementation. 


[J Cont'd on page 2 


New lesson plan 


Planning an MP's day 


You are a Member of Parliament. In 
order to prepare tomorrow’s agenda, you 
and your staff must review a list of 
requests and duties. You have Chamber 
duty, invitations to speak in your 
constituency, several requests for 
meetings, two legislative committees to 
attend, a media interview, a ceremony at 
Government House and a speech to 
prepare. Which ones can you accommo- 
date? How will you choose? 


This is the premise of a new lesson plan, 
“Setting the Agenda,” prepared for 
students in intermediate and senior 
grades by the Public Information Office 
(PIO) Education and Visitor Services. 
Taking on the role of a Member or staff 
member, students must use their skills in 
setting priorities, categorizing, and 
decision-making. The lesson plan was 
designed to complement the PIO’s new 
fact sheets “On the Job with a Member 
of Parliament” and “A Week in the 
House.” Instructions for the teacher and 
students and all materials to complete 
the lesson are included in the package. 


Students who participated in the pilot 
stage said they now understand how 
varied Members’ daily activities are, and 
how hard it is to weigh priorities and 
respond to those requests they can’t 
meet. 


C1 Cont'don page 3 


Government 
Publications 


Cabinet - Cont'd 


Cabinet is always accountable to the 
House of Commons. This is the princi- 
ple of responsible government; if 
Cabinet loses the support of the House 
on a major piece of legislation or vote 
of confidence, it must resign. 


Cabinet Ministers' duties 


As political heads of departments, 
Ministers aren’t required to be experts 
in the subject of their departments, but 
they should be experts in executing 
their duties as Ministers: ensuring that 
the department is implementing 
government policy and the laws of 
Parliament, securing Cabinet support 
for the department’s work and defend- 
ing the department’s plans, policies and 
actions to the Opposition in the House 
of Commons and to the public. 


yy 


Choosing Cabinet Ministers 


When choosing Cabinet Ministers the 
Prime Minister must consider many 
factors. Because the Cabinet should 
reflect the diversity of Canada to ensure 
an effective, democratic government, the 
Prime Minister strives to create a balance. 
Therefore, in addition to competence, the 
Prime Minister must consider language, 
culture and region when selecting 
Cabinet Ministers. 


Building a consensus 


Ministers represent many diverse interests 
— regional, provincial, cultural and 
departmental — but consensus-building 
is the business of Cabinet, and Cabinet 
Ministers must be good team players. 
Ministers are collectively responsible for 
Cabinet decisions. No Minister can 
disagree in public with a Cabinet deci- 
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sion. If the Minister cannot agree, he or 
she must resign. The common front the 
Cabinet presents to the public is intended 
to reflect the strength of the consensus 
reached and protects the government 
from losing the confidence of the House 
of Commons and the public. 


Cabinet's place in the 
parliamentary system 


In Canada’s parliamentary system the 
House of Commons along with the 
Senate makes the laws (legislative 
power); the Cabinet, which is account- 
able to the House of Commons, imple- 
ments the laws (executive power); and 
the Monarch, represented by the Gover- 
nor General, plays a formal role in both 
the legislative and executive functions of 
Parliament. 


The work of Cabinet ministers is an 
essential and dynamic part of Canada’s 
parliamentary system. Historically, 
Cabinet Ministers have put a human face 
on the business of government, and 
many of these key men and women will 
live long in Canadians’ memories for 
their distinct style, policies and political 
vision — all of which helped shape our 
country. 


“John A. Macdonald, cabinet-maker.” 
(Signature of Sir John A. Macdonald in 
visitors’ book, Legislative Library, PEI, 
1890.) 


“Like any cabinet-maker, I do the best I can 
with the lumber you furnish me.” (Sir John 
A. Macdonald) 


“Hostesses who entertain much must make 
up their parties as ministers make up their 
cabinets, on grounds other than personal 
liking.” (author George Eliot [Marian 
Evans Cross]) 


This excerpt is taken from the fact sheet 
“The Role of Cabinet” available from 
the PIO. 
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Get in on the Act 


Locked away in the basement of Parlia- 
ment’s Centre Block are original copies 
of laws dating back to 1849, and the 
Senate of Canada is featuring them in an 
exhibit series it hopes will be a “tough 
act” to follow. 


Using these original acts, old photo- 
graphs, maps and memorabilia, the 
series will show how the laws made by 
Parliament (and legislatures pre-dating 
Confederation) affected the lives of 
Canadians and the growth of Canada. 


Themes include the first bill passed by 
Parliament, the opening up of the West 
and the Gold Rush, the First World War, 
and women’s struggle for the right to 
vote. 


What makes the acts unique is that they 
are the original documents signed by the 
Governor General and the clerks of the 
House of Commons and the Senate after 
Royal Assent. Once a bill (a proposal for 
a law) has been passed by the House of 
Commons and the Senate, received 
Royal Assent and been proclaimed, it 
becomes an act. It can now be enforced 
as a law. 


The Clerk of the Senate is also Clerk of 
the Parliaments, and one of his duties 1s 
to store all the original acts of Parlia- 
ment. 


Some 20,000 acts sit in a vault in the 
Parliament Buildings. They are placed 
in acid-free folders and then stored in 
boxes made of acid-free cardboard to 
preserve the paper. 


Equal care has to be taken when 
100-year-old documents like these 
go on display. The acts will be sealed in 


a case that filters out ultra-violet light 
and controls humidity levels. 

The case was designed for the British 
North America Act, which Great 
Britain loaned to Canada during last 
year’s 125th anniversary celebrations. 


The first exhibit, on display in the 
Senate foyer until May, features the 
Interpretation Act, the first bill passed 
by Parliament after Confederation. 
Anyone taking a tour of the Centre 
Block can see the exhibit. Visitors are 
advised to call Senate Communica- 
tions at (613) 992-1149 for informa- 
tion on the schedule of exhibits. 


New lesson plan - Cont'd c 


The PIO’s education officer introduced 
the lesson plan concept at several 
teacher’s workshops. Teachers were 
enthusiastic about it and eager to use it 
in their classrooms. “Setting the 
Agenda” will be available in PIO 
teacher’s kits this spring or individually 
on request. 


Now availabl 


On the Job with a Member of Parliament 


This new fact sheet explores the challenges, responsibilities and hectic schedules 

that make up the daily lives of Members of the House of Commons. For informa- 
tion on how to get copies of On the Job with a Member of Parliament* contact 
the Public Information Office at (613) 992-4793, TDD (613) 995-2266. 


* An excerpt from On the Job with a Member of Parliament appeared in the 1992 
fall/winter edition of "Open House/Portes ouvertes," vol.3 no.2. 


A Week in the House 


Accompanied by a House of Commons agenda and a glossary of parliamentary 
terms, this fact sheet is helpful for anyone who wants to see what it’s like to sit at 
an MP’s desk in the Chamber for a week. Just like the camera lens that brings 


Canada’s largest legislature. 


Open House in braille 


| you the daily debates on TV, you can follow the activities that Members pursue in 


The 1992 fall/winter issue of "Open House/Portes ouvertes," vol.3, no.2 is 
available in braille. To order a copy, call (613) 992-4793. 


__ Teacher's 


Kit krazy 


The PIO has updated its teacher’s and 
student’s kits with materials that put you in 
a Member’s shoes and show you minute-by- 
minute the many activities in the typical day 
of a Member of Parliament. 


Teacher evaluations and user feedback 
guided the PIO in developing new publica- 
tions, including the lesson plan “Setting the 
Agenda,” and two new fact sheets “On the 
Job with a Member of Parliament,” and “A 
Week in the House.” 


A student's look at the 
Speakership 


This new video examines the role of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons. “Inside 
Parliament: The Speakership” is a fast- 
moving story that follows Samantha and Ben 
as they assemble a video for a school project. 
Sam, being ambitious, is frustrated with 
Ben, who likes to clown around. The 
deadline is approaching with their project 
incomplete. 


The students’ interview with Speaker John 
Fraser, extensive footage of his many 
activities and an occasional twist courtesy of 
Ben, provide an entertaining glimpse of a 
complex subject. 


“Inside Parliament: The Speakership” runs 
26 minutes and is available in English and 
French (over-dub). For more information 
about the video, contact the media centre of 
your Ministry of Education, your Member of 


Parliament, or the Public Information Office. 


| 
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Guides and Pages 
on the move 


The Public Information Office (PIO) recently welcomed 36 enthusiastic young Canadians 
to the Hill to work for the summer as parliamentary guides. The guides greet visitors from 
across Canada and around the world and tell them about Canada’s political history, the 
legislative process and the history of the Parliament Buildings. 


Before taking up their duties, guides participate in a two-week training period that 
includes briefings with parliamentarians and communications experts, role-play exercises 
and practical sessions to learn how to conduct a tour. 


The new recruits were chosen from among 500 applicants from across Canada. Full-time 
university students who are Canadian citizens and fluent in both official languages can 
apply to the program. 


The deadline for applications to work in the summer of 1994 is October 29, 1993. 
Application forms will be available from Members of Parliament and university student 
employment centres by mid-September. 


For more information, contact the Parliamentary Tour Program at the address given below. 


The PIO will also soon bid farewell to the 42 parliamentary pages who have served in the 
House of Commons Chamber since last September. Pages prepare the Chamber for each 
day’s sitting and deliver messages to Members and officials. 


Pages are hired during their last year of high school or CEGEP, and they take first-year 
courses at Carleton or Ottawa University while working as pages. Candidates are chosen 
from across Canada. They must have an academic average of at least 80%, be Canadian 
citizens and speak French and English fluently. 


The new pages selected for 1993-94 will arrive in August for orientation to their duties on 
the Hill. 


The application deadline for 1994-95 is October 29, 1993, Application forms will be 
mailed to Members of Parliament and high school guidance counsellors by mid-September. 


For more information contact the Parliamentary Page Program at the address given below. 


Education and Visitor Services 
Public Information Office 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIAO0A6 
(613)996-0897 


Touring season begins 


Fun on Parliament Hill? Believe it or not, 
it’s the Ottawa location for great summer 
activities! 


No trip to Ottawa would be complete without 
a visit to Canada’s Parliament Buildings. The 
Public Information Office (PIO) offers guided 
tours of the Centre Block seven days a week 
with extended hours from the last week of 
May to the end of August. The half-hour 
tours are given free of charge in both official 
languages. Same-day reservations can be 
made at the Info-tent located near the Centre 
Block. Groups of 10 or more should call 
(613) 996-0896 to book in advance. 


Hearing bells? Don’t worry. Those sweet 
sounds are being made by the Dominion 
Carillonneur, Gordon Slater, on the 53 
bronze bells of the Peace Tower Carillon. 
Mr. Slater gives carillon concerts most 
weekdays from 12:30 to 12:45, and Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings in the summer. As 
dates are subject to change, please contact 
the PIO for more details. 


Step back into the 1800s and visit the East 
Block offices, recreated to look as they did 
in the days of Sir John A. Macdonald. East 
Block tours can be booked at the Info-tent. 


Walking tours of the grounds of Parliament 
Hill use an outdoor setting to highlight 
Canada’s history and political system. From 
May 17 to June 25, the tours are geared to 
students and their teachers, but in July and 
August they are available to all. 


The three components of the Canadian 
parliamentary system are the House of 
Commons, the Senate and the Crown (repre- 
sented by the Governor General). To make 
your parliamentary tour complete, visit the 
grounds of Rideau Hall, the Governor 
General’s residence. For information, call 
(613) 998-71 13/7114 or 1-800-465-6890. 


The big bang 


Want to set your watch to the correct time? 
Keep an ear open for the Noonday Gun, a 
ship’s cannon located west of the Centre 
Block. Purchased in 1869 to communicate the 
“true time daily” to civil servants and passers- 
by, the gun is fired at 12 p.m. sharp Monday 
through Friday (and special holidays) from 
May to the end of August. 


Strike up the band 


Pomp, pageantry, music and colour! See it all 
at the Changing the Guard ceremony per- 
formed by the Governor General’ s Footguards 
on the main lawn. The half-hour ceremony 
takes place daily at 10 a.m. from the last week 
in June to the end of August. Get there early! 


Happy Birthday Canada! 


In Ottawa for Canada Day? Come celebrate 
with us on Parliament Hill. The National 
Capital Commission is planning some 
wonderful activities, including a fireworks 
extravaganza in the evening. 


For information on these and other activities, 
visitors may contact: the Public Information 
Office (613) 992-4793, TDD (613) 995-2266 
or the National Capital Commission 

(613) 239-5000 (local calls), or 
1-800-465-1867. BR 


Until 1874, when Parliament 
abolished the practice of 
"dual mandate" people could 
be members of the federal and 
provincial legislatures at the 
same time. 


The word "Cabinet" originally 
meant a small room or closet |. 
and eventually came to signify | 
a group of people working in) | 
private. It is most commonly 
used today to refer to the 

council of ministers that 
exercises the executive power 

in Parliament. 


|| Open House is published twice 

|| yearly by the Public Information 
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| non-partisan information about | 


: | 
the House of Commons, its role, — 
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ate in the evening on April 6, 1868, spectators crowded into 
the galleries of the House of Commons and Members hurried to their 
seats. Thomas D’ Arcy McGee was starting to speak on the need to 
use “kindness and fairness” to keep Nova Scotia in Confederation. 
He spoke passionately, with a love for the newly formed Canada. 


When he finished, the House 
burst into applause. 


The sitting carried on into the 
early hours of the next day 
before the House adjourned and 
McGee collected his coat, hat 
and cane and stepped out of the 
Parliament Buildings into the 
late night air. 


Fellow MP John MacFarlane 
accompanied him down Parlia- 
ment Hill to Sparks Street, 
where they bid each other 
goodnight. McGee headed 
toward “Toronto House,” where 
he lived during Commons 
sessions. 


As he stooped to put his key in 
the lock, someone fired a shot 
into his head. 


McGee collapsed, his blood 
spilling onto the wooden 


sidewalk. Within minutes a group of men arrived at the scene, 
including Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald. They carried their 
friend and colleague indoors. Thomas D’ Arcy McGee — politician, 
journalist, historian, poet — was dead. 


McGee was born in Carlingford, Ireland, on April 13, 1825. He made 
his reputation in journalism first in the United States and then in 
Ireland. McGee was a gifted and prolific writer who, over the course 
of his career, wrote over 300 poems and several volumes on Irish 


history. 


McGee fled to the United States after joining in the Irish rebellion of 
1848. He worked on various newspapers and, in 1857, accepted an 
invitation to edit a newspaper in Montréal. The Irish community 
quickly recognized the charming and eloquent McGee as the man to 
represent their interests in government. 


That same year, McGee was elected as an independent to the legislative 
assembly of the Province of Canada. He was eventually recruited by 
Macdonald’s Conservatives and served as a delegate to the 
Charlottetown and Quebec conferences leading to Confederation. The 
idea of Confederation had truly captured his poet’s imagination. 


“T see in the not remote 


distance, one great nationality 
bound like the shield of Achilles 
by the blue rim of the ocean.” 


As supportive as he was of 
Confederation, McGee was 
equally fanatical in his opposi- 
tion to the Fenians, a group 
dedicated to gaining Ireland's 
independence from Britain. 
McGee felt the treasonable 
activities of Canadian members 
of the Fenians could harm the 
reputation of the Irish in Canada 
and he threatened to expose 
their members to the govern- 
ment. 


He savagely attacked the 
Fenians in print and from the 
podium. But the fury of his 
attacks alienated voters. 
Although he was elected to the 
new House of Commons for Montreal West in 1867, it was with the 
smallest majority he had ever received. 


McGee suffered a further blow when he did not get a post in the new 
Dominion Cabinet, even though he had been a Cabinet Minister prior to 
Confederation. Macdonald had no room for McGee once religious and 
linguistic representation from Quebec had been met in Cabinet. But 
even from the backbenches, McGee was still a respected presence in 
the Chamber. 


McGee’s anti-Fenian views may have led to his death as well. Patrick 
Whelan, the tailor charged with McGee’s murder, was reputedly a 
Fenian sympathizer. Although the evidence against Whelan was 
circumstantial and some of the testimony against him doubtful, he was 
found guilty and hanged on February 11, 1869. 
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Government 
Publications 


Cable TV brings 
you the 


Commons 


In about three seconds, video images of 
Commons debates can travel from the 
House of Commons TV control room to a 
satellite, be picked up by cable television 
companies and broadcast to cable TV 
subscribers across Canada. 


This high-tech journey is possible 
because of a two-year agreement recently 
signed between the House of Commons 
and the Cable Parliamentary Channel/La 
chaine parlementaire par cable inc., a 
consortium of cable television companies 
known as CPAC. 


The agreement, based on the C-SPAN 
model in the U.S., will save the House of 
Commons the annual $2 million cost of 
distributing the House signal via satellite. 


Local cable companies will continue to 
. - —- | | handle such issues as picture and sound 
== goers quality, and the language in which 
8 @ debates are broadcast (English, French or 
On the Job with floor sound without interpretation). They 
also decide whether broadcasts will be 
. live or delayed and their channel location 
Member of Parliament (channels vary from region to region). 
Cable subscribers with questions about 
their television reception of debates 


should contact their local cable television 
company. 


Member of Parliament for one week, inside the House of Commons and out. 
Private Members, who are not Cabinet Ministers, Whips, House Leaders or 
Parliamentary Secretaries, can work a ten- to fourteen-hour day, six or seven days a week. 


E ven the most energetic person would be exhausted 1f he or she had to follow a 


[1 Cont'd on page 2 [1 Cont'd on page 3 


On the job with a The parliamentary office The constituency office 
Member of Parliament - Cont'd 


Members must also devote time to meet- MPs leave Ottawa for the constituency 
Their route follows a well-worn trail ings with the media, constituents and toward the end of the week. Some MPs 
between the House of Commons, caucus interest groups. The parliamentary office have more than one constituency office to 
and committee rooms, the parliamentary must be well managed in order to make the visit in their riding. There, they take on the 
office and the constituency office. most of an MP’s ever-changing schedule. role of social worker and ombudsman to 


follow up on their constituents’ many 


In the House of Commons problems. Time in the constituency is 


( iG equally an opportunity for constituents to 
ne | share their ideas and plans with their MPs. 
When examining a bill, Members consider y) 


the opinions of their constituents, the 
caucus and interest groups as well as 
regional needs; they also have personal 
convictions about ethical issues. Members 
have access to consultants and research 
services so that they can examine 
various aspects of an 
issue. They make 
their opinions known 
in speeches and 
presentations to 
various groups. 


In their work, Members must make 
decisions on matters affecting 
the nation, meet many 
people with varying 
concerns and 
study complex 
issues. As one 
back-bencher 
admitted, “You have 
to believe you can 
improve the coun- 
try’s situation; if 
everyone gave up, 
what would we have 
left? If I have 
settled a 


\ 


Committees 


The bulk 
of an MP’s 
legislative work is 

done in committee. There 
the MPs study bills, 
departmental budget 
estimates and 
important issues 

in depth. After But MPs are 
spending hours in careful consideration of well supported by staff who 


problem for 
my constituents, I feel 

useful, and I have the impres- 
sion of having accomplished 
something.” 


This excerpt is taken from the 


bills, MPs move amendments to them. work long hours studying and researching fact sheet “The Work of a 
Committee work requires MPs to read issues and giving them advice for their Member of Parliament,” soon to be 
relevant documents and meet experts in speeches in the House. MPs meet regularly published by the PIO. For more informa- 
the field, including lawyers, economists, with their staff to discuss their findings in tion, contact the Public Information 
business persons and senior government response to constituents’ questions. Office. a 

officials. 


Cable TV - Cont'd 


QPAC 


The House of Commons began televising 
its debates in October 1977, making it the 
first legislature in the world to broadcast its 
daily proceedings from beginning to end. 
The decision to bring debates from the 
Commons Chamber into classrooms and 
living rooms grew out of an exhaustive 
study by a Commons committee. 


Tuning in to the Parliamentary Channel is 
still one of the most direct ways to see 
democracy in action. fil 


1993 Deadline for Centennial 
Flame Award 


Applications for the 1993 Centennial 
Flame Award for research on persons with 
disabilities are due March 31, 1993. 


The award supports research publicizing 
the achievements and contributions to 
public life of disabled Canadians, and is 
administered by the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Human Rights and 
the Status of Disabled Persons. The award 
was named after the Centennial Flame 
fountain on Parliament Hill because it is 
partially funded from coins tossed into the 
fountain. 


Any Canadian citizen with a disability may 
apply for the award. 


For more information, contact the Commit- 
tee c/o the House of Commons, Ottawa, 
K1A 0A6. 


Tel: (613) 992-1481 
TDD: (613) 995-2266 
Fax: (613) 992-7974 ill 


Canada honours 
Queen Elizabeth II with 
Parliament Hill statue 


his summer, Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II unveiled a statue of 
herself sitting astride the horse “Centenial” 
during a ceremony on Parliament Hill. The 
statue honours the Queen’s achievements 
and marks both her 40th 
year as Canada’s 
monarch and the 125th 
anniversary of Confed- 
eration. 


| horses was the 


“The Crown itself has 
played an historic role 
in the development of 
Canadian democracy, 
and continues to denote 
the most fundamental 
aspects of that demo- 
cratic heritage, from a 
free Parliament to a fair 
and open judicial system,” said Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney during the 
ceremony. 


The Queen’s love of 


inspiration for 


Vancouver sculptor 


Jack Harman. 


The Queen’s love of horses was the 
inspiration for Vancouver sculptor Jack 
Harman. “Centenial” was the horse that 
Canada presented to Her Majesty in honour 
of the RCMP’s centennial in 1973. 


The bronze statue is one- 
and-one-half times 
larger than life-size and 
weighs approximately 
one tonne. From their 
position between the 
Centre Block and East 
Block, both the Queen 
and the horse look 
toward the Centennial 
Flame at the entrance to 
Parliament Hill. 


The statue of Her 


Majesty Queen Elizabeth II joins one other 
statue of a monarch on the Hill, her great- 
great-grandmother Queen Victoria. Bi 


Teacher's 


CLUE 


New resources 
for the 
classroom! 


The Public Information Office (PIO) is 
pleased to announce two new educational 
resource packages recently launched by the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, the 


Hon. John A. Fraser. _ 


‘ i Ae 
Si 


“The Morning Tour” Video Resource | 
Package - Grades 4-6 


Students join a House of Commons page 
and a parliamentary tour guide on their 
after-hours tour of the Parliament Build- 
ings, and learn about Parliament’s history 
and activities along the way. 


Flexible in its approach, “The Morning 
Tour” video package can be used to 
introduce a unit on Canada’s government, 
prepare a class for a visit from their 
Member of Parliament, or provide a sneak 
preview to the Parliament Buildings before 
a Visit. 


Piloted and assessed by educators from 
across Canada, the most up-to-date 
education techniques have been applied to 
this video’s development. “The Morning 
Tour” comes with a resource package 
containing a teacher’s guide, study cards, 
brochures and fact sheets. Although 
designed for grades 4-6, it can be adapted 
to other levels and to the local curricula. 


iss PEOPLE AND PARLIAMENT 


yy 
JlI\ Audio-Visual Materials 
Mtl In addin n textbooks and library resources, the f 


“People & Parliament” - Grades 7-12 


“People & Parliament” is an educational 


“y, resource package for teachers developed by 


the Canadian Daily Newspaper Association’s 
Newspaper In Education program with the 
assistance of the PIO. Using the daily 
newspaper, students learn about the work- 
ings of Parliament as reflected in the news 
stories of the day. The “People & Parlia- 
ment” resource package contains instructions 
for use, student activity cards and informa- 
tion-packed supplements on Canada’s 
Parliament. 


For more information on educational 
resources, please contact the Public Informa- 
tion Office at the address below. BE 


LR 


Open Houseis published twice yearly 
by the Public Information Office (PIO). 
The PIO provides non-partisan infor- 
mation about the House of Commons, 
its role, history and activities. You are | 
welcome to reproduce material from 
Open House provided you credit 
“Open House, Public Information 
Office, House of Commons.” For 
further information, pleasecontactthe | 
Public Information Office, House of 


| Commons, Ottawa, K1A 0A6. 


Telephone: (613) 992-4793 
TDD: (613) 995-2266. 


Tours of Parliament’s Centre 
Block 


Tours were more popular than ever this 
summer as Canada 125 celebrations 
attracted crowds to Parliament Hill. 


But the end of summer does not mean the 
end of Centre Block tours. Winter tour 
hours are in effect from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(last tour at 4 p.m.) every day except 
Christmas and New Year’s until May 23, 
1992 


It’s not too early to think of booking group 
tours for May and June 1993. Places are 
filling up quickly and people are encour- 
aged to book as soon as possible by calling 
(613) 996-0896. 


The British North America 
Act 


Don’t miss the British North America Act, 
on loan from Britain for Canada’s 125th 
anniversary of Confederation. The historic 


document is on display in the Senate foyer 
until the end of 1992. 


Christmas Decorations 


Although not as quick off the mark as 
department stores, the halls of the Centre 
Block will be decked with lights and 


Christmas trees in early December, including 


a very special tree with decorations donated 
by Ottawa’s foreign embassies. 


Carillon Concerts 


Tuesday and Thursday evening carillon 
concerts were well attended this summer. 
Noon-hour concerts will continue most 
weekdays from 12:30 to 12:45, with special 
programs for the Christmas holiday season. 


Women’s History Month 


October was Women’s History Month and 
the Public Information Office developed a 
tour of the Centre Block focussing on 
women’s past and present involvement in 
Parliament. 


Each weekday, the Dominion Carillonneur 
played a musical selection written or ar- 
ranged by a Canadian woman during his 
noon-hour concert. 


The sculptures of Agnes McPhail (the first 
female MP) and Ellen Fairclough (the first 
female Cabinet Minister) were moved into 
the Commons antechamber specially for the 
tours — quite an undertaking given that the 
McPhail sculpture weighs a ton, literally. 


Women’s history tours are still available on 
request and a Library of Parliament chronol- 
ogy of women’s achievements in Parliament 
is available from the PIO. 


How many Members sat in the 
first session of the Dominion 


Parliament in 1867? 


How many seats are there in the 
House of Commons today? 


When was the statue of Queen 
Victoria, situated northwest of 
the Centre Block, unveiled? 
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Prime Minister Sir John A. 
Macdonald established the 
gun at the request of 
Alexander Campbell, the 
Postmaster General. 
Campbell wanted a way to 
inform people of the “true 
time daily” and an accurate 
means for postal clerks to 
set their clocks. 


To do the job, the Canadian 
government purchased a 
one-and-a-half-ton ship’s 
cannon for $250.45. The 
gun had previously been 
stationed at a British army 
garrison in Canada. 


n May 6, 1992, the noonday gun 
returned to Parliament Hill, 
marking the renewal of a tradition 
dating back 123 years. 


_ 


The gun was set up on Parliament Hill 
between the East and Centre blocks. The 
true daily time was telegraphed from the 


McGill College Observatory in Montreal to 


A PARLIAMENTARY VIGNETTE 


Photo: Public Archives of Canada PA8353 


the main post office in Parliament’s West 
Block. The postal clerk set his watch and 
then headed across the Hill to fire the gun. 
The noonday gun first sounded the midday 


Photo: Andy Shott 


on April 26, 1869. 


The gun has been moved 
several times in its history 
and resided last in nearby 
Major’s Hill Park. After 
being inactive for about a 
year, the gun was installed 
on Parliament Hill near the 
statue of Queen Victoria and 
is fired by employees of the 
House of Commons Postal 
and Distribution Services, in 
keeping with the postal 
tradition. 


DOS CUDiIsMLeC Auel 22010 
Monday through Friday 


(except statutory holidays) from May to 
August inclusively and on sitting days of 
the Commons or Senate from September to 
April. The firing of the gun is one of the 
oldest traditions associated with Canada’s 


Parliament. 


‘epeuesg np JUsWa1eg np suonipesy qreya suuorprnonb a3snf simau/T seno | 

souusaroue snjd so] tured simoaulap uouero 9P 19 ISA] 2P S29HIP9 Sof 21JU9 JUSTE 

np na} & 9SIU PT [HAE  91qu9)dos ap EUS ZI np aUIJ[09 EI] NS 92[[PISUI 939 E UOUEC9 JT 
no SaUNUUO) sap 21quEUY) EI 28aIS no sinof 

So] JUBPUAd 39 JUSUIOAISNIOUI Noe & [EU op “epeue) ne onbruue}Liq 

(SaL197 sinof so] Jnes) IporpusA 9QULIE | op UOSIUIES 

ne Ipun, np ‘prt ap dnoo = eae aun suep aiqeyesid ne anis 


3] Ins n9J e SIL JS9 UOUC9 JT] 979 }eAe WOULD JT ‘$ Gy 0GG 
ap An9oçeA oun nod otuap 

32 dU} sun jUeSad SULIeEW ap 
uoues un 21n901d }sa,s epeur) 
np JUSUHUISANOS 9] ‘uUorsaonb 


Ud 992] EI] 19nJ99JJ9 Inog 


‘J1queu) EI 9p UONNAISIP 

EI ap ja saysod sap 991A19S 

np saAojduis sap red na} 

e SIL JS9 [I ‘UONIped} eT UOTIS 
‘ELIOJOIA QUI9I EI 9p 9nJe2}S 

EI ap Said JUSWSTIE4 Np SUIO9 
EI NS 92[P)SUI 9}9 E UOULD 

J] ‘oauue 9UN UOJIAUS JUEP 
-uod Jnoeut 21N9L9 ‘SUIIO9 
er ap Said [TH SAOofeN ored 

J] 999 & 91N9UI9P 219IUI9P es 
ya soszidoi sinaisnd e 29e[d2p 
919 O}INs eJ Jed e uoues JT 


noys Apuy : 004d 


OT] 
e 280[I0U ANY] 21}JoUU op 

Ins uaAow un 97S0d EI] ap stu 
-U09 xne JUEUUOP Us }n0} UOI] 
-emdod ej e «uusrpnonb asnf 
2N9U [> JIUINOJ E JIEUDI9U) 
TTeqdures ‘IN ‘Te-19Uas 93sod ap 
21)IEU 9] ‘Jeqdue) JIapuexoly 
ap a3anbo1 eT e ssuodoi us 
uoue) np UOHIpe EI Iqe])2 e 


‘6981 IAE 9% AI NI — 


no & IPIU ap UOUB9 Np na} e 9SIU 2191914 PIEUOP9EN ‘V UUOP HIS 21JSIUIU IOTU9Id oT 
ey] ‘UOUL) a] 1911 Anod yreyred jo srmjuouw 
eS JIP[S21 S21s0d sap sSTUIUIOD ST ‘JUSTE ‘SUR CGI 2P 9IRIA 
ne JSanO.I 2P S0HIPaJ suep [edrourid uOnIpey sun Jae ISUIE JUEPNOU9I 
a}Ssod ap neaing a] S19A [P2IJUON & [FDI ‘Usa, Teg Np SUI[09 eT Ins 2UHINOY2I 4 | 
2391109 Np ailoyeatasqg,] stndap setyde1s9ye} 159 IPI ap. UOUB9 J] FEET teu g 2 


N 3 1 4 V d 31NnNDIN OHH I 


€SERVd EPEURO NP SAJEUOTJEU saatyory : OJOUd 


Il y avait 181 députés à la 
première session du Parlement 
du Dominion. 


Il y a 295 sièges à la Chambre 
des communes aujourd’hui. 


Elle fut dévoilée par le duc de 
Cornouailles et de York, (futur 
roi Georges V) le 21 septembre 
1901. 
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How Make 
Our Laws 


Imost every corner of our life is 
touched by laws enacted by the 
Parliament of Canada. The pro- 
grams we watch on TV, the airline trips we 
take, a visit to our doctor and the letters we 
love to receive -- all are governed in some 
way by federal laws. 


The process of making these laws is often 
long and complicated, involving Members 
of the House of Commons, Senators and 
the Governor General. The process usually 
requires a lot of research, writing, study 
and debate. 


While we may not always agree with the 
outcome of the legislative process, it is 
designed to ensure that a proposed law is 
looked at from all angles and that there is 
lots of opportunity for lawmakers and 
citizens alike to contribute and make their 
views known. 


Where do ideas for laws come 
from? 


Many ideas for new laws come from 
Members of the House of Commons and 
Senators, but they are by no means the only 
source. Ideas also come from concerned 
citizens; special interest groups; consulta- 
tions, special studies or royal commission 
reports; election promises; officials of 
federal government departments; and 
House and Senate committees. 


Who can propose a new law? 


Once an idea has taken shape and has met 
certain conditions, it can be presented to 
the House of Commons as a proposal for a 
new law. A proposal for a new law is 
called a bill. Members of the Cabinet 
introduce government bills. Those 
Members who are not in the Cabinet may 
introduce private Members’ bills. Senators 
may also introduce bills in the Senate. 


[1 Cont'd on page 2 


Private Members 
Create Laws, Too! 


Have you ever wondered why in federal 
government departments, banks, and post 
offices there isn’t a cigarette in sight? The 
explanation is simple: the Non-smokers’ 
Health Act. Since this law came into effect 
on January 1, 1990, smoking has not been 
permitted in any workplace regulated by 
the federal government, including radio 
stations, shipping companies, and crown 
corporations such as Canada Post. 


This dramatic change in the daily lives of 
many Canadians was brought about 
through the initiative of a private Member 
of the House of Commons. In this case, 
the private Member represented an 
opposition party. 


Most bills (proposals for new laws) are 
introduced in the House of Commons by 
Cabinet — Members of the governing 
party usually responsible for particular 
government departments who together 
decide government priorities. But, as the 
Non-smokers’ Health Act demonstrates, 
our parliamentary system also gives private 
Members the chance to introduce bills. 


Private Members may get ideas for new 
laws from constituents or from matters of 
personal interest, such as the environment. 
The House of Commons provides services 
to help private Members formulate bills 
and follow the correct procedures to get 
their bills introduced in the House. 


(J Cont'd on page 3 
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fal Laws—Cont'd 


Federal 
elections 


Bills can be of a public or private nature. 
Government bills are usually public bills 
and concern policy matters like those 
mentioned above -- transport, health care 
and postal delivery. 


Private bills concern the affairs of a private 
person or corporation. In general, they are 
bills to incorporate private companies or 
religious and charitable organizations, or to 
change existing acts of incorporation. 


How does a bill become a 
law? 


After a bill is introduced in the House by a 
member of the Cabinet or by a private 
Member, it passes through a series of 
stages. Each of these stages is like a test, 
providing an opportunity for all aspects of 
the bill to be examined by Members of the 
House of Commons and Senators. Both the 
House of Commons and the Senate must 
pass a bill before it can be approved by the 
Governor General and become law. 


Cabinet approval 

A government bill is usually studied and 
debated extensively in Cabinet before being 
approved for introduction in the House of 
Commons, where it will face its first test. 
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Cabinet 


The First Test: 
The House of Commons 


Introducing a bill 

In the House of Commons, the Minister 
asks the Members for permission to 
introduce the bill. Permission is given 
without debate and the Minister reads the 
title of the bill. 


First reading 
The Speaker then proposes to the House 


that the bill be read a first time and printed. 


The House agrees without debate. The bill 
is then numbered, printed and distributed 


so that Members and the public can read it. 


Second reading 

This is the most important stage in the 
passage of a bill. In the House of Com- 
mons, Members listen to a speech by the 
Minister about why the bill is necessary 
and what it sets out to do. Members then 
debate the principle of the bill and vote to 
accept or reject it. The clauses or specific 
provisions of the bill are not discussed in 
detail at this stage. 


Committee stage 

After second reading, the bill is referred to 
a committee for close examination of each 
of its clauses or specific provisions. (A 
committee is a small group of Members 
from the government and opposition 
parties.) 


The committee meets outside the chamber 
of the House of Commons in the more 
informal atmosphere of a meeting room in 
one of the Parliament buildings. The 


Introduction 
First reading 
Second reading 


How a Government bill become: 


Committee stage 


Minister sponsoring the bill, departmental 
officials and technical experts may appear 
before the committee to answer questions. 


Based on their study, committee members 
may propose, debate and vote on changes 
to the bill. These changes are called 
amendments. 


Report stage 

At this stage, the committee reports the bill 
back to the House along with any amend- 
ments it may have made to it. Now all 
Members have the opportunity to discuss 
the details of the bill and suggest amend- 
ments to it. Members also consider . 
amendments passed by the committee. The 
House debates the amendments and votes 
to accept or reject them. 


Next the bill itself (including any amend- 
ments passed by the House), is voted on by 
the House. If it passes, the bill can go to 
third reading. 


If no amendments were passed during the 
committee stage or if no new amendments 
are proposed at report stage, report stage 
takes less time, and the bill can go to third 
reading the same day. 


Third reading 

This is the last chance Members have to 
debate the bill. No further changes can be 
made to the text of the bill. Members vote 
to accept or reject the bill as is. If the bill is 
passed by the House of Commons, it moves 
to the Senate. 


Report stage 
Third reading 


The Second Test: 
The Senate 


The Senate is often called the chamber of 
sober second thought. Senators consider 
legislation passed by the House of Com- 
mons to ensure that it is in the best form to 
serve the country. As in the House of 
Commons, Senators vote on the bill at 
each of the three readings. Following 
second reading, bills may be referred to 
one of the Senate committees for detailed 
study. 


If the Senate amends the bill, it informs the 
House of Commons in writing. Members 
of the House discuss the Senate amend- 
ments and then vote to accept or reject 
them. If the House rejects the amendments, 
the Senate may still insist on its amend- 
ments before it will pass the bill. If the 
House and the Senate cannot agree on 
amendments — although this rarely 
happens — the House requests a meeting 
of representatives of the two chambers so 
that a solution can be reached. 


Once the bill has been passed by the 
Senate in the same form as it was passed 
by the House of Commons, it moves to the 
final step in the legislative process, 
approval by the Governor General. 


The Final Test: 
The Governor General 


The Governor General, who represents the 
Queen, approves the bill in a ceremony 
called Royal Assent. This ceremony, one 
of the oldest parliamentary traditions, 


Senate 


Royal Assent 


involves the three components of Parlia- 
ment: the Commons, the Senate, and the 
Crown. The Governor General may be 
represented by a deputy such as the Chief 
Justice or another judge of the Supreme 
Court of Canada. 


The Speaker and Members of the House of 
Commons are summoned to the Senate 
Chamber. After the Senate Clerk reads the 
title of the bill, the Governor General nods, 
giving Royal Assent to the bill and making 
it law. 


Sometimes the law comes into force on the 
day of Assent or on a date stated in the bill. 
Or the law may come into force on a date 
that is determined later. Parts of the bill 
may come into force at different times. 


You Can Get Involved 


Our parliamentary system provides 
opportunities for Canadians to participate 


in the development of laws that affect them. 


In addition to voting in federal elections, 
you can: 


e learn about new bills by following 
the news on television, radio or in 
newspapers; by watching House of 
Commons proceedings on the 
Parliamentary Channel (if available 
through your local cable station); or 
by contacting your Member. 


e write to your Member of the House 
of Commons with your views on 
proposed new laws. 


e make your views known, either in 
person or in writing, to parliamentary 
committees as they travel across the 
country to consult Canadians. [i 


Private Members—Cont'd 


Since many Members may want to 
present bills at a given time, there is a 
system in place to ensure fairness. 


At the beginning of the parliamentary 
session, and from time to time throughout 
the session, the names of all private 
Members who have introduced a bill in 
the House and had it read a first time are 
put in a drum; a number of the names are 
then chosen at random. Bills are consid- 
ered by the House in the order in which 
the Members’ names were drawn. 


Each of the bills is debated in the House 
of Commons for at least one hour and 
therefore goes on public record. Some of 
these bills will continue the journey 
through the legislative process and will 
be voted on at second reading. They then 
continue through the same stages that a 
government bill goes through before 
becoming law. (See How we make our 
laws, p. 1.) 


In our system of parliamentary democ- 
racy, Members of the House of Commons 
can make a difference, not only by 
serving their constituents and voting on 
government bills, but also by initiating 
laws that affect all Canadians. 


Teacher's 


CXMEE 


Celebrate Canada's 
125th 


Canada is celebrating the 125th anniversary 
of Confederation in 1992. If you are 
planning a school trip to Ottawa in 1992 or 
just want to know what’s happening to 
mark this occasion, the following activities 
may be of interest. 


All Year Round in the Capital 
Throughout the year, guided tours of 
Parliament’s Centre Block will highlight 
important events in Canadian parliamentary 
history, and the Peace Tower Carillon 
concerts at 12:30 p.m. will feature Cana- 
dian musical arrangements. 


125 Days of Celebration 

From May 6 to September 7, the National 
Capital Commission (NCC), along with 
museums, galleries and other tourism 
organizations, has planned 125 days of 
celebration in the capital. Displays, tours 
and activities at the many attractions in the 
area will put the spotlight on Canada’s 
heritage and achievements. 


The Senate will offer daily tours of rooms 
in the East Block that have been decorated 
to show what the offices of John A. 
Macdonald and George Etienne Cartier 
looked like at the time of Confederation in 
1867. The re-created office of the Governor 
General and the Confederation-era cabinet 
room are also open to visitors. 


Located just around the corner from 

Parliament Hill, Canada House, a meeting 
place for youth operated by the NCC, will 
offer a variety of activities. They include: 
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¢ "Mock Parliament” and the “Confed- 
eration Game,” formerly offered on 
Parliament Hill, which allow students 
to role play and create their own bit of 
parliamentary history. 


° "You be the Jury,” an interactive 
theatre program, in which famous 
Canadian trials are re-enacted and the 
audience determines the outcome. 


¢ Displays highlighting Canadian 
achievement. 


For more information on Canada House, 
and for group reservations, call 1-800- 
461-8020. 


Other events and publications to com- 
memorate this special time in our history 
are still in the planning stages. For the 
most up-to-date information about 125th 
anniversary plans call: 


The Public Information Office of the 
House of Commons: (613) 992-4793 
or 

The National Capital Commission: 
1-800-465-1867. 


In Your Community 

Communities across the country are busy 
planning activities to celebrate this 
anniversary. Why not encourage your 
school to stage its own celebration of the 
125th anniversary of Canadian Confed- 
eration? 


Zz nada %. zoe 


CANADA 125, a non-profit organization 
established by the federal government, 
can give you ideas, help you plan celebra- 
tions, and tell you what celebrations your 
community has scheduled and how to get 
involved. Keep an eye on your newspa- 
pers for a list of CANADA 125 activities 
and its 1-800 number. D 


Open House is published twice yearly by 
the Public Information Office (PIO). The PIO 
provides non-partisan information about 
the House of Commons, its role, history 
and activities. This issue focuses on the 
legislative process. You are welcome to 
reproduce material from Open House 
provided you credit “Open House, Public 
Information Office, House of Commons.” 
For further information, please refer to the 
address on the front cover or 

call (613) 992-4793, TDD (613) 995-2266. 


Parliamentary 
Trivia 
1. What was the first bill passed by the 


Parliament of the Dominion of Canada in 
1867? 


2. Where does the parliamentary term 
“reading” come from? 


Answers 
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The Speaker of th 


he office of Speaker is 
almost as old as 
Parliament itself. In 


those early years, the 
Speaker’s job was just that — to 
speak to the monarch on behalf of 
the parliamentary representatives of 
the common people. At times, 
such as when the Speaker brought 
unwelcome news from the 
Commons, the job involved great 
personal risk — even to life itself. 
Over the years, the Speaker’s job 
has evolved into a less risky, but 
nonetheless important, position in 
our parliamentary system. 


As the spokesperson for the House 
to the Senate and the Crown, the 
Speaker has ceremonial duties, 
such as leading the Members of the 
House of Commons to the Senate when the 
Speech from the Throne is read and when 
Royal Assent is given to legislation. In the 
case of appropriation bills (government 
spending plans), the Speaker presents them 
to the representative of the Governor 
General and, in the name of the Commons, 
“humbly request(s) Your Honour’s Assent.” 


But the Speaker’s most important job is 
related to lawmaking in the House of 
Commons. As Members debate, question 


LE A 
NE é 


and reply, the Speaker applies the Standing 


Orders — the written rules about House 
procedure — in order to ensure that the 
business of lawmaking proceeds efficiently 
while ensuring freedom of speech. In 
deciding what Members may do in the 
Chamber, the Speaker also reviews previous 
decisions taken in similar situations and 
consults the expert in House procedure — 


the House of Commons’ Clerk. The Speaker 


is also someone to whom Members can 


appeal if they feel the rules have 
been broken. 


In addition to guiding 
discussion and debate in the 
Chamber, the Speaker oversees 
the daily operation and 
administration of the House of 
Commons — a complex 
organization that provides 
offices and services to the 295 
Members. 


The Speaker also represents 
constituents — a difficult task 
given that the Speaker cannot 
participate in the debates of the 
House and can vote only when 
there 1s a tie. However, the 
Speaker can call on Ministers 
and other Members to assist 
with constituents’ problems. 


Until recently, the Speaker was 
nominated by the Prime Minister and 


elected without opposition. Now, at the 


beginning of each Parliament, Members 
select the Speaker by secret ballot. The 
first elected Speaker, the Honourable 


John A. Fraser, was voted in by Members 
on September 30, 1986, and re-elected on 


December 12, 1988. BE 
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CARILLON 


PARLIAMENTARY VIGNETTE 


he Peace Tower Carillon was inaugurated 

on July 1, 1927, to celebrate the sixtieth 

anniversary of Confederation. Like the 
rest of the Peace Tower, it commemorates the 
Armistice of 1918 and the sacrifices made by 
Canadians during the First World War. 


The carillon is a rare percussion instrument 
something like a large organ. Ours is based on a 
three-century-old Flemish design. Its 53 bronze 
bells hang in the Peace Tower’s two belfries: the 
bigger bells in the lower belfry and the smaller 
bells in the upper belfry. The keyboard is located 
on the storey between the two belfries. 


The bourdon, the biggest bell, weighing 10,160 
kg and tuned to an E, rings sonorously each 
time the huge clock in the Peace Tower strikes 
the hour. The smallest bell in the upper belfry 
weighs only 4.5 kg and is tuned to a very pure 
A, four and a half octaves above the bourdon. 
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The carillonneur brings the bells to life by 
depressing the large keys of the keyboard 
with a partially closed hand. The keys 
then activate the bell clappers by means 
of a steel wire. The clapper striking the 
polished interior of the bell produces a 
tone as expressive as that of a piano. 


After the midday or evening carillon 
concerts, the bells resume their regular 
duty of announcing the time. The lively 
music and the solemn time-keeping of the 
carillon add to the character of our na- 
tion's capital, reminding us of our history 
and our committment to peace. 


You can still count on the same 
services... 


Room 300 
East Block 


But: Our mailing 
address stays 
the same: 


| + quick answers to telephone inquiries about the 
4 House of Commons 

| + brochures, fact sheets, lists and booklets 

4 containing useful information 


¢ Information Service and 
General Inquiries 


Public Information Office * special format products in braille and on audio- for the Deaf 
House of Commons | cassette + Education and 
Ottawa, Ontario | + advice on classroom presentations Visitor Services 


K1A 0A6 


| - information about guided tours of the Centre 
1 Block 


Page Program 
Tour Reservations 
+ Editorial and 
Creative Services 
+ Broadcasting Service 


... and reach us at the 
following telephone 
numbers: 


992-4793 


+ Telephone Communications Device 


995-2266 


995-4416 
992-7032 
996-0896 


995-0622 
995-1318 
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1. L’Acte concernant les Statuts du 
Canada (version abrégée L’Acte 
d'Interprétation) adopté par la Chambre 
des communes le lundi 2 décembre 1867 et 
sanctionné par son Excellence le 
Gouverneur général Monck le samedi 21 
décembre 1867. 


2. Durant les premiers siècles de traditions 
parlementaires, très peu de gens savaient 
lire, et la presse ne pouvait imprimer de 
façon rapide un grand nombre de projets 
de loi. Le seul moyen pratique de faire 
connaître le contenu d’un projet de loi aux 
députés était de le lire en entier à voix 
haute. Aujourd’hui, on ne lit que le titre 
du projet de loi. 
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A Commons committee meets on Parliament Hill. 


Members 


outside the 
Chamber 


Away from the commotion of the House of 
Commons Chamber, in committee rooms 
across Parliament Hill, Members of the House 
of Commons dig into one of the most inter- 
esting and demanding of their legislative 
jobs. Almost daily, Members sitting on par- 
liamentary committees face interested indi- 
viduals and groups who have views about 
the legislative proposals and policies of the 
government. Whether it is new tax regula- 
tions or programs to protect the arctic, 
committee work offers Members the chance 
to ask questions, conduct research and 
consider how best to shape Canada’s laws. 


Working alongside their colleagues from all 
regions of Canada and from all parties, 
Members begin to bring the real 


House of Commons, 


Ottawa K1A 0A6 


Photo: Andy Shott 


significance of legislation and policy into 
focus. Itis at the committee stage that both 
members and the public have a chance to 
scrutinize the implications of individual bills, 
the activities of government departments 
and some of the emerging policy issues of 
interest to Canadians. 


Committees are needed because the House 
cannot examine every bill, policy or action 
in minute detail: there are simply too many 
Members (295) and too great a workload 
for this to be possible. Accordingly, the 
House delegates a good portion of its work 
to smaller groups. Because the commit- 
tees have fewer members, it is easier for 
them to study issues and legislation, hear 
from witnesses and travel on occasion. To 
help them in their work, committees are 
given certain powers to call witnesses and 
send for papers and files. 


At the end of their study, committees usu- 
ally present recommendations or a pack- 


(1 Cont'd on page 2 
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Stone carving in the Parliament Buildings 


Artwork 
Leaves no 
Stone 
Unturned 


When Parliamentmakesthe news, the stories 
are usually about well known people and 
important decisions. But behind the glare of 
television lights and above the heads of the 
men and women hurrying through the halls 
is another story: the story of Canada carved 
in stone. 


This story, told through symbols of people, 
places and events, is the work of over 50 
artists spanning nearly 60 years. 


The origins of carvingin the Centre Block of 
Parliament grew out of disaster. On Febru- 
ary 3, 1916, the Parliament Building was 
destroyed by fire. The architects of the new 
building, John A. Pearson and Jean Omer 
Marchand, in many ways recreated the 
design of the destroyed building in the new 
one. Buttheir plans allowed for much grander 
decoration. They feltthe building thathoused 
Canada’s Parliament should be decorated 
with the symbols of our country. 


Pearson and Marchand used a style of 
architecture called Gothic Revival. It is a 
style perfect for the abundance of decora- 
tion and detail needed to tell the story of 
Canada. Plants, flowers, animals andscenes 
from everyday life are typical themes for 
Neo-Gothic decoration. Inthe Centre Block, 
the sculptors have translated these themes 
into maple leaves and pine cones; beavers, 
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age of legislative amendments back to the 
House for its consideration. The proposed 
amendments frequently suggest technical 
improvements and modifications to the leg- 
islation so that it will be more in tune with 
Canadian realities. 


This interaction is important to the life of the 
Commons. As Richard Prégent, a Deputy 
Principal Clerk at the House of Commons 
put it, ‘the link between the House and its 
committees is one of dialogue.” 


This dialogue is open to the public too. 
Individuals and special interest groups can 
write to committee chairpersons to give 
their comments on an issue or a piece of 
legislation. They can also appear before a 
committee or submitwritten comments known 
as briefs. 


There are a number of types of House of 
Commons committees: standing, legisla- 
tive, joint and special committees, and the 
Committee of the Whole House. The Sen- 
ate also operates its own committee sys- 
tem. 


Standing Committees 


Created for the duration of a parliament, 
standing committees consider issues and 
report on them to the House. These issues 
could be referred to them by the House of 
Commons, or the committee could initiate a 
study on its own. 


Legislative Committees 


House of Commons Committees 


Special Committees 


“A standing committee can decide to study 
a matter on its own Initiative, at the recom- 
mendation of any citizen or group of citi- 
zens,’ said Deputy Principal Clerk 
Micheline Rondeau-Parent. 


Standing committees also look at depart- 
mental mandates and how they are carried 
out; budgetary estimates; policies; certain 
reports, documents and appointments; and 
occasionally legislation. One example of a 
standing committee is the Environment 
Committee. 


Legislative committees 


Legislative committees were created in 1986 
solely to consider bills, which are referred 
to them after second reading in the House. 
They examine each clause of the bill and 
then send it back to the House with or 
without amendments. 


Joint committees 


Commons committees are made up only of 
Members of the House of Commons. But 
when certain bills or issues concern the 
Senate as well as the Commons, joint 
committees made up of members of both 
Houses are formed. 


Special committees 


Sometimes called task forces, special 
committees are set up to study one particu- 
lar issue. Like the legislative committees, 


Joint Standing 
Committees 


Senate 


————————————— 


Joint Special 
Committees 


they are temporary. But there is a distinc- 
tion between the two: special committees 
do not consider legislation, other than in 
exceptional cases. When they do study 
bills, it is usually the subject matter that is 
referred to them, for example, child care. 
Another recent example is the Meech Lake 
Accord. 


Committee of the Whole 
House 


The House meets as the Committee of the 
Whole House when it has to pass a bill ofa 
financial nature or vote on legislation that 
Members are certain to approve unani- 
mously. As the name suggests, this com- 
mittee consists of all Members and meets in 
the Chamber. 


The dialogue between the House and its 
committees is a fundamental part of the 
legislative process and the work of Mem- 
bers. But the dialogue is not limited to the 
House of Commons; it extends to the pub- 
lic. Through briefs, letters and appearances 
at hearings, the committee system also 
creates an opportunity for public input into 
law-making. fi 


This article reflects recent changes to 
the Standing Orders that have changed 
the names and structure of certain 
committees. These changes will come 
into effect in the 3rd session of the 34th 
Parliament. 


Teacher's 


Cane 


Classroom 
Committees 


Committee work is an important part of the 
legislative process in which all Members of 
Parliament are involved. Many Members 
think it is the most important role they have 
in the legislative process and committee 
hearings offer an important opportunity for 
the public to make its views known. Com- 
mittees generate ideas for new policies and 
closely examine legislation proposed by 
government. 


After discussing with your class the differ- 
ent kinds of parliamentary committees as 
outlined in the feature article, you might use 


this classroom activity about standing com- 


mittees to make the concept relevant to 
your students. 


Divide your class into small groups; each 
will represent a different standing commit- 
tee. Select national issues your class is 
interested in (the environment, native rights, 
the economy, national defence, women’s 
rights, etc.) and choose the standing com- 
mittee which examines each issue (see 
list). Charge your “committees” to: 


a) Identify a specific issue of concern in 
their area of responsibility (e.g. refor- 
estation). 

b) List the expert witnesses they would 
invite to give them advice on this issue. 
(Focus on types of expertise and types 
of organizations, not actual people. 
Stress the importance of public input.) 
c) Discuss and propose possible solu- 
tions/options. 

d) Predict who might be affected by 
these solutions/options. 

e) List recommendations for future leg- 
islation or policy changes. (If time is 
short, your students might complete 
only a and b.) 


As a wrap-up, discuss how committees 
involve individual Members of Parliament 
and Canadians in the legislative process. If 
your Member is planning a visit to your 
classroom, ask about his or her committee 
activities and duties. 


A list of standing committees and their 
members is published in Hansard every 
Wednesday. If you are interested in this 
information, call your Member of Parlia- 
ment or the House of Commons Public 
Information Office (613) 992-4793. As the 
membership of committees sometimes 
changes, arrange for your list just before 
your unit on government begins. fi 


(I 


Open House is published twice yearly by the Public Information Office (PIO). The 


PIO provides non-partisan information about the House of Commons, its role, 
history and activities. For further information, please refer to the address on the 
front cover or call (613) 992-4793, TDD (613) 995-2266. 


Standing 
Committees of 
the House of 


Commons 


Aboriginal Affairs 

-Agriculture 

«Communications and Culture 

«Consumer and Corporate Affairs and 
Government Operations 

Energy, Mines and Resources 

‘Environment 

External Affairs and International Trade 

Finance 

Forestry and Fisheries 

Health and Welfare, Social Affairs, Seniors 
and Status of Women 

«House Management 

«Human Rights and the Status of Disabled 
Persons 

«Industry, Science and Technology, Regional 
and Northern Development 

-Justice and the Solicitor General 

«Labour, Employment and Immigration 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 

National Defence and Veterans Affairs 

Official Languages 

Public Accounts 

Transport 


Standing Joint Committee: 
Scrutiny of Regulations 


à 


:Parliamentary 
‘Trivia 


. 1. Senior civil nant can sit on 
< © Commons committees. True or false. 


e 
e 2. Which professional group, 
® normally at odds with politicians, has been 
e nonoured in the sculptures of Parliament? 
s& 
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Cléophas Soucy 
works on his sculp- 
ture of Ottawa 
Journal editor 
Grattan O'Leary, 
part of the parlia- 
mentary correspon- 
dents series, circa 


1949. 


4 moose and owls; and people 
at work and at play. There isa 
vibrancy and energy in the 
Gothic Revival style that give 
the artists room to express 
themselves. When they 
do, the stone comesalive 
with images and forms. 


The images can be funny, like the two 
dwarves high up the Peace Tower. As 
one plays a tune on a lute, the other 
covers its ears and howls in pain. The 
images can show the values that are 
important to us, like the symbols in 
Confederation Hall of a sealed letter 
(integrity), and clasped hands (friend- 
ship). 


The carvings can show the many dif- 
ferent people who came to Canada’s shores 
and the people who had already been living 
here for thousands of years. The carved 
faces of a fisherman, a farmer and a miner 
in the foyer of the House of Commons 
symbolize the types of work we do. 


These creations are the work of teams of 


carvers. They often sculpted at night, when 
they would not disturb the business of the 
Commons and Senate. High up on scaf- 


folds, they used chisels, hammers and 
pneumatic drills to break the smooth sur- 
face of the stone. Today, the carvers work 
in studios away from Parliament Hill and 
later affix their works to the walls of Parlia- 
ment. 


Most of the stone they used was Tyndall 
limestone from Manitoba. It has a freckled 
look and is known for its fossil deposits. This 
high fossil content can make the stone hard 
to cut, and Peerless Indiana limestone 
was added for carvings that required 
finer work. 


The number of carvings in the Centre 
Block and the impressive detail would 
indicate that the stone carvers worked 
almost continuously, yet carving in the 
Centre Block has an uneven history. 
There were lay-offs during the Depres- 
sion and the Second World War, and no 
work was done from 1928 to 1936, or 
from 1941 to 1947. 


In 1948, the government took a step 
toward guaranteeing the future of carv- 
ing by creating the permanent position of 
Parliamentary Stone Carver, responsible for 
supervising all stone carving in the Parlia- 
ment Buildings. This position was first held 
by Cléophas Soucy, a sculptor trained in 
Montreal and Boston. The creation of this 


position was due mainly to Soucy’s dedica- 
tion to the task of decorating the Parliament 
Buildings. 


He was succeeded in 1950 by William 
Oosterhoff, born in Delf, Holland. On a visit 
to the Parliament Buildings in 1949, Ooster- 
hoff spent so much time examining the 
Carvings that the security guards became 
suspicious of him. One of his biggest proj- 
ects as Parliamentary Stone Carver was a 
frieze in the Commons foyer showing the 
Official flower, the coat of arms, the leading 
agricultural product and the largest industry 
of each province. 


In 1962, Oosterhoffwas followed by Eleanor 
Milne, an artist from Wakefield, Quebec. 
She is still in the position and holds the 
revised title of Federal Government Sculp- 
tress. Visitors to the Parliament Buildings 
can see her History of Canada series inthe 
Commons foyer, which tells the story of 
Canada from the arrival of native people 
across the Bering Strait to the coming of the 
United Empire Loyalists. The Evolution of 
Life, anew series designed by Milne and 
carved by Maurice Joanisse, is being in- 
Stalled in the Commons Chamber. 


Through the imaginations of the architects 
and sculptors, the Parliament Buildings have 
become not only the setting for Canada’s 
federal legislature, but a kind of art gallery, 
where symbols of Canada are displayed. 
When the stories of the day have faded from 
memory, the stone carvings will offer a 
permanentrecord of Canada andits achieve- 
ments. fi 


Photo A: William Oosterhoff and his 
team work through the night. 
Photo: National Archives of Canada PA 179813 


Photo B: Cartier explores the St. Law- 
rence. History of Canada series by 
Eleanor Milne, 1962-75. 


Photo: Mone Cheng 


Photo C: Eleanor Milne sculpts a 
segment from the British North 
America Act series. 


Photo: Ken Desson 
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n February 3, 1916, 
Members in the 
House of Commons 
Chamber were inter- 
rupted by cries of, 


"There is a big fire in the reading room; 
everybody get out quickly!" 


The fire, which had started in a file of 
newspapers in the reading room, raced 
through the Parliament Building. Seven 
people perished in the blaze, including a 
Member of Parliament, a police con- 


stable, House of Commons and depart- 


mental employees, and two women 
visiting the wife of the Speaker of the 
House of Commons. 


The fire had started around 9 p.m. By 
morning the building was a charred 
skeleton. Only the northwest wing and 
the Library, which had been isolated 
from the fire by its thick iron doors, were 
suill intact. 


Parliamentary 
Vignette 


Parliament convened at 3 p.m. on 
February 4 in the nearby Victoria Me- 
morial Museum. It continued to hold its 
sittings there until February 26, 1920, 
when Parliament opened its first session 
in the new building. Full reconstruction 
of the Parliament Building took until 
1922 and the Peace Tower was com- 
pleted in 1927. 


A royal commission appointed to inves- 
tigate the cause of the fire reached no 
firm conclusions. Because Canada was 
at war, enemy agents were strongly 
suspected. However, Members fre- 
quently smoked in the reading room and 
the fire may have been started by a 
careless match or cigar ash. 


PHire;OMstiiesdillats 
the third article in 
the Parliamentary 
Vignette series, 
which looks at the 
role and traditions 


of Parliament. 
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5 1. Faux. Seuls les députés (et les sénateurs 


e au Sein des comités mixtes) peuvent être 
e membres d'un comité des Communes. 
e 


e : : à 4 
e 2. Les journalistes, Les têtes sculptées de 10 
© courriéristes parlementaires se retrouvent dans 


un couloir transversal du hall d'Honneur. 
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Youth Comes 
To Canada’s 
Parliament 


The “Prime Minister”, Caroline Buffalo, is 
20. Sois the “Leader of the Opposition”, 
Marc Billings. The “Speaker”, Jode Lax, 
is the elder statesman at 25. They listen 
intently as an “MP” argues vigorously that 
affirmative action is good for Canadians. 


Buffalo, Billings and Lax are just three of 
the thousands of young Canadians who 
visit Parliament Hill each year. Attracted 
by jobs, educational and visitors: 
programs, young people from across 
Canada find themselves quickly 
immersed in the history and traditions of 
their Parliament. 


Youth Parliament 


Each year, young people between the 
ages of 18 and 24 come to Ottawa to 


House of Commons, 


Ottawa K1A 0A6 


stage a mock Parliament in the Senate's 
red chamber. They debate national 
issues with the intensity and passion 
worthy of any real Member of the House 
of Commons or Senate. The mock 
Parliament is sponsored by the National 
Youth Parliament Association. 


youre more should feel that Parlia- 
ment is a place they can explore. 

They bring a real vitality to the place, 
and | welcome their participation.” 
John Fraser, House of Commons Speaker 


During this year's week-long Youth 
Parliament, 104 budding “MPs” had a 
chance to experience what really 
happens in Parliament. 


“Our timetable is very crowded,” says Ira 
Lax, Jode's twin and the President of the 
National Youth Parliament. In addition to 
sittings in the “House of Commons” there 
is committee work Tuesday afternoon. 
The “MPs” study seven bills and have at 
least half a dozen motions to debate. 
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Forum for Young 
Canadians 


Marc Champagne remembers the long 
trip from Bonnyville, Alberta, to Ottawa, 
where he took part in the Forum for 
Young Canadians at the age of 16. He 
describes the Forum experience as an 
intensive week of study about govern- 
ment and Parliament. 


“There's a Parliament, the election of a 
Prime Minister, a mock Cabinet meeting 
and a federal-provincial First Ministers’ 
Conference,” recalls Champagne. “We 
learned how hard it is to reach consen- 
sus on important national issues.” 


Encounters with Canada 


“Encounters with Canada” offers a similar 
program for teenagers. They gather in 
Ottawa for a one-week program organi- 
sed by the Terry Fox Youth Centre. 


Theme weeks devoted to topics such as 
the environment, journalism, and the law 
offer participants an inside look at the 
decision-making process of Parliament. 
Terry Fox groups can be seen in the 
galleries of both the House of Commons 
and Senate throughout the school year. 
They also meet with Members, senior 
officials and expert speakers. 


Adventures in Citizenship 


Every May the “Adventures in Citizen- 
ship” program allows 250 students to 
explore Canada’s parliamentary system 
for four days. In its 40 years of operation, 
the program has instilled in young 
Canadians a greater enthusiasm for their 
citizenship. The Rotary Club of Canada 


sponsors this program. oe 


Photo : Scott Grant 


Speaker John Fraser greets young 
visitors to the Hill. 


Parliamentary Internships 


Closer to the action are the parliamentary 
interns. Each year, 10 interns are placed 
in Members’ and Ministers’ offices where 
they work as assistants and researchers. 
Interns get the chance to work for 
various Members. These university 
graduates bring a theoretical knowledge 
of Parliament to the fast-paced reality of a 
work day on Parliament Hill. This 
program is sponsored by the Canadian 
Political Science Association. 


The Pages 


The pages of Parliament Hill probably 
know the corridors of power better than 
anyone else. They spend a unique year 
serving either the Members of the House 
of Commons or the Senate. The pages 
deliver messages, distribute procedural 
documents and generally assist 
parliamentarians. 


Azzah Jeena, 18, came to Canada from 
Kampala, Uganda, when she was six 
months old. She is struck by the human 
aspect of her job as a page. 
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“Behind the scenes | saw that Members 
are people like the rest of us, with 
families. They work hard too.” 


A Visit to Parliament Hill 


Questions, exclamations, chatter. . . 
murmurs and whispers soon explode into 
peals of laughter. Every year the impos- 
ing stone of Confederation Hall or the 
"rotunda" of Parliament, rings with the 
sound of schoolchildren gathering under 
the limestone arches. 


Parliamentary tour guides greet the 
school children. These guides are 
university students trained to bring 
Parliament to life for the visitor. Con- 
fronted by questions ranging from the 
thoughtful (“What does an MP do?) to 
the fantastic (“How much do the buildings 
weigh?”), the guides are often a visitor's 
first contact with Parliament. They 
explain the ins and outs of what really 
happens in the legislature. 


Outside, in the shadow of the Peace 
Tower, the National Capital Commis- 
sion’s interpreters engage school visitors 
in mock debates. They also take walks 
through history, visiting the weathered 
Statues of former Prime Ministers that 
circle the Hill. 


Working for a Member 


Behind the scenes in many Members’ 
Offices are university students and gradu- 
ates who make their own special contri- 
bution to parliamentary life. Some of 
these young people are future political 
leaders and public servants, and Parlia- 
ment Hill offers them valuable experience 
in their work as political assistants and 
researchers. 


The experience goes beyond office work: 
youthful assistants craft careful questions 
for Question Period, draft press releases 
and speeches, prepare briefs for 
committee presentations and help the 
Member stay in touch with his or her 
constituents. 


Memories 


Friendships, a sense of history, a unique 
work experience and a new-found 
patriotism are what many young people 
discover on Parliament Hill. 


All have a better understanding of what 
really happens on Parliament Hill. 
“Before, if my MP wasn't sitting in the 
House when | watched the debates on 
TV, | wondered what he was doing,” 
admits Azzah Jeena. “Now | know there's 
a lot of work being done by the Members 
in committee, not just in the House of 
Commons.” i 


For more information, contact the 
Public Information Office, House of 
Commons. 


For information on the Senate Page 
Program, contact: 

Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod 
Senate of Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0A4 

(613) 992-4787 


e ® 
:Parliamentary 
e @ @ 

-Trivia 

x 1. Who was the youngest Prime 
e Minister in Canadian parliamentary history? 
2. Who was the aay MP ever 
e + appointed to Cabinet? 


3. What was the longest session of 
= Parliament in Canada's history? 


Answers 


. 1. Charles Joseph Clark, sworn in on June 4, 

e 1979, aged 39. 

° 2. Jean Charest, appointed to Cabinet in 1986, 
§ aged 28. 

23. The first session of the 32nd Parliament 
e (1980-83), which lasted 1,326 days. 

e 

e 
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Are you planning to bring your class to 
Parliament Hill during the school year? 
We'd love to welcome you but you can 
make your job and ours easier with a 
little advance planning. Ask yourself the 
following questions: 


“What can my class do on Parliament 
Hill?” 


_.take a complete tour of the Centre 
Block of the Parliament Buildings; 

visit with an MP or Senator; 

visit the Commons or Senate 
chambers to view proceedings; 

watch Question Period in the House of 
Commons or Senate; 

__.Visit other sites of interest in the 
nation’s capital. 


Each one of these options is possible, 
depending on when in the day or year 
you arrive. Call the Reservation Clerk in 
the Public Information Office 
(613-996-0896) or your Member of 
Parliament for more information. 


“When should | bring my class?” 


- When the Senate and House of 


Commons are not in session... 


you will receive a tour of the entire 
building. 


Because House of Commons and 
Senate sittings sometimes limit public 
access to all parts of the Centre Block, 
you may... 


…feceive only a partial tour; 
see the two chambers by attending the 


debates and sitting in the public galleries, 
if seats are available; 


attend Question Period in the House of 
Commons or the Senate. 


“How do | find out if my preferred 
options are available?” 


For best results, reserve well in 
advance! We recommend planning your 
visit between October and April when the 
numbers are fewer and your chances of 
seeing everything you want are greater. 
But whenever you come, reserve well in 
advance! Call the Public Information 
Office (613-996-0896) or your Member of 
Parliament. 


“How can | find out more about other 


MU EE eS eee 


public programs around Parliament 
Hill?” 


Call the House of Commons Public 
Information Office (613-996-0896) 

or the National Capital Commission 
Visitor Service Centre (613-239-5000), 
1-800-267-7285 (Ont., Que., Maritimes), 
1-800-267-0450 (elswhere in Canada). 


Parliamentary 
Guide 
Service 


Fall/Winter Visiting 
Hours: 


-Tours of the Parliament Building are 
available from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (last 
tour at 4:30) every day except Tuesdays, 
when tour hours are extended to 

9:00 p.m. (last tour at 8:30). Tours are 
available every day of the year, except 
Christmas Day, New Year's Day and 
Canada Day (July 1). 


-During the fall and winter months, 
visitors may join a tour at the main 
entrance of the Centre Block of the 
Parliament Buildings. Public tours are 
provided on a first-come, first-served 
basis, with departures in English and 
French every half hour. 


-Visitors may visit the Peace Tower 
without following a guided tour or after a 
guided tour. 


-Groups of more than 10 people should 
make a reservation with the Parliamen- 
tary Guide Service (613-996-0896). 
Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday to Friday. 


-Extended summer hours commence 
after the Victoria Day weekend in May, 


ny 
iy 


This newsletter is printed on recycled 
paper. The House of Commons has 
made a long-term commitment to “Green- 
ing the Hill.” The symbol below identifies 
environmental initiatives by the House of 
Commons in such areas as paper 
recycling, the use of environmentally 
friendly paper products, control of 
hazardous substances, energy conserva- 
tion and environmental education. - 


When the information in this newsletter is 
no longer of use to you, please recycle 


this product. 
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The Clerk's Table in the House of Commons. 


Daily 
Business in 
the House of 
Commons 


Imagine holding a meeting of people from 
across the country to discuss national 
issues and not having an agenda. 
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No one would know which topics to 
discuss or when to move on to the next 
one. There would be no way of making 
Sure everyone had a fair say or of 
reaching decisions. 


The Members of the House of Com- 
mons meet to discuss national issues 
and decide on legislation affecting many 
aspects of our lives. To help it handle 
all these issues and ensure all opinions 
can be expressed, the House follows a 
daily schedule. 


Some of the segments shown here may be 
extended or shortened, depending on the 
business being presented in the House 
that day. Also, caucus meetings are not 
considered an official segment of House 
business, but are accommodated by the 
hours of sitting. This schedule gives a 
generally accurate picture of a typical 
week in the life of the House of Commons. 
The mini-dictionary below explains various 
parts of the Commons day. 


Adjournment 
Proceedings 


A Member who is dissatisfied with a reply 
received in Question Period can ask, in 
writing, for the matter to be raised again 
during the adjournment proceedings. A 
Cabinet Minister or Parliamentary Secre- 
tary responds. 


e e 
AR Caucus 


Daily business does not begin until 2 p.m. 
on Wednesdays so that Members can 
attend party caucus meetings. In caucus, 
party members from the House of Com- 
mons and the Senate discuss policy and 
the parliamentary agenda behind closed 
doors. 


>: Government Orders 


Most government orders are bills, and 
debate on these usually takes up the 
largest part of the day. Government 
orders can be grouped into three other 
Categories: supply proceedings - motions 
or bills concerning the government's 
annual spending estimates and opposition 
motions criticizing government policies: 
ways and means proceedings - motions or 
bills concerning taxation and the budget 
debate; and government business - 
motions sponsored by the government. 


Members’ 
Statements 


Members can make statements on matters 
of importance to them for up to one minute. 


ve Notices of Motions 
@ for the Production 
of Papers 


Members have the right to ask the gov- 
ernment to present certain documents to 
the House of Commons. The govern- 
ment has the opportunity to respond to 
these requests when this item is called 
on Wednesdays. 


Monday Tuesday 


FRE 
Li 
Lt 
LI 140 
1M 2m 
“200-2 
M5 340 
FE 
500 G0 
a «0 
02) «100 


to) © 


5 OOD 


O 


Wednesday 


Oral Questions 


This closely watched 45 minutes is better 
known as Question Period. It is a chance 
for the opposition, and sometimes gov- 
ernment members, to seek information 
from the government. By questioning 
Ministers about important issues, 
Members can call the government to 
account for its actions. 


Private Members’ 
Business 


Members who are not Cabinet Ministers 
can present bills and motions for debate 
during Private Members’ Business. 
Twenty items are selected at random to 
be discussed in the House and up to six 
of these may be chosen to come to a 
vote. 


Review of 
22 Delegated 
Legislation 


The Standing Joint Committee on 
Scrutiny of Regulations will occasionally 
recommend that a regulation or statutory 
instrument should be rescinded or 
amended. If necessary, the House uses 
the extra hour of sitting provided for on 
Wednesday to debate and decide 
whether or not this should be done. 


y Routine 
Proceedings 


Routine Proceedings cover many 
different items, not all of which are dealt 
with every day. lt includes matters such 
as the tabling of documents, statements 
by Ministers, presentation of petitions and 
committee reports, introduction and first 
reading of bills, and debating of motions. 


Mid-day 
Interruption 
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ar into the future, 
should archaeolo- 
gists excavate the 
site where Can- 
ada's Parliament 
Buildings once 
stood, they will find traces of our history 
in three time capsules. 


The first two, a copper container and a 
glass jar, lie under the cornerstone in the 
northeast corner of the Parliament 
Building. | 


They were sealed there on September 1, 
1916, by the Governor General, the 
Duke of Connaught, when he laid the 
cornerstone for the new Parliament 
Building that was to replace the one 
destroyed by fire in February of that 
year. 


In the copper container are the first gold 
coins minted in Canada (five- and ten- 
dollar coins from 1912), other coins, 


Parliamentary 
Vignette 


stamps and newspapers from 1916, and a 
parchment scroll detailing the history of 
the Parliament Buildings, Canada's war 
effort and the names of Canadian 
Officials. 


The glass jar, which contains documents 
and coins, had been sealed under the 
cornerstone of the original Parliament 
Building in 1860 and was excavated from 
the charred ruins. The same cornerstone 
was also put to use in the reconstructed 
building and a plaque commemorates its 
dual dedication. 


The third time capsule lies under the 
cornerstone of the Peace Tower, laid by 
Edward, Prince of Wales, on September 
1, 1919. This copper container holds 
Stamps and coins from 1919, Ottawa and 
Montreal newspapers, an itinerary of the 
Prince's visit, a parchment scroll relating 
the history of the Parliament Buildings 
and the names of Canadian Officials, and 
other documents. 


Photo: Edward, Prince of Wales, lays the cornerstone for the PeaceTower. 


"Capsule History" is the 
second article in the 
Parliamentary Vignette 
series, which looks at 
the role and traditions of 


Parliament. 
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Summer onthe Hill 


As thousands of tulips begin to 


grow on Parliament Hill, so do the 
ranks of tourists anxious to visit 
Canada's Parliament Buildings. No 
trip to Ottawa would be complete 
without it! 

From the last week of May to the 
end of August, extended tour hours are 
in effect to accommodate the increased 
number of visitors. Tours of the 
Centre Block begin every ten minutes 
from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on week- 
days (last tour at 8:30), and 9:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. on weekends (last tour at 
5:30). The half-hour tours are free and 
are offered in both official languages. 
Visitors can make same-day reserva- 
tions at the Info-tent, located near the 
Centre Block. 


While on the Hill, visitors may 
also wish to explore the restored 
historic offices in the East Block. 
This free tour includes the offices of 
Canada's early parliamentarians and 
the original Privy Council Chamber. 
Same-day reservations can also be 
made at the Info-tent. 

The Info-tent is also the place 
to book a walking tour of the grounds 
and discover Canada's history as 
revealed in the statues which ring the 
Hill. Free tours are available daily 
during the summer months and leave 
every hour on the hour. 

Two other summer activities on 
the Hill that should not be missed are 
the Sound and Light Show and the 
Changing of the Guard. 


From June to September, the 


enchanting Sound and Light Show 
recreates Canada's history through 
lights and special effects projected on 
the face of the Parliament Buildings. 
Two 45-minute performances -- one 
English and one French -- are held 
every evening, weather permitting. 
Information on the performance 
schedule is available from the Public 
Information Office or the Info-tent. 

The colourful Changing of the 
Guard ceremony 1s performed by the 
Governor General's Foot Guards. 
Weather permitting, the half-hour 
ceremony is held daily on the main 
lawn of Parliament Hill from the last 
week in June to the end of August and 
begins at 10:00 a.m. sharp. 

For more information on these 
and other activities, visitors may 
contact: The National Capital Com- 
mission (613) 239-5000 (local calls); 
1-800-267-7285 (Ontario, Quebec and 
the Maritimes); 1-800-267-0450 (Else- 
where in Canada and the U.S.); Public 
Information Office (613) 992-4793; 
Telecommunications Device for the 
Deaf (613)995-2266. Mf 
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Research and accuracy go into every response at the PIO. 


Any Questions? 


How many windows are there in 
the Parliament Buildings? How many 
bills got passed last year? How did the 
Peace Tower get its name? Can 
someone answer all these questions, 
and more? 

The answer to the last question is 
yes! The House of Commons Public 
Information Office was established to 
address the public's need for a central- 
ized, non-partisan information service 
on the role and activities of the House. 

"Canadians are increasingly more 
interested in the role of Canada's 
Parliament,” said the Hon. John 
Fraser, Speaker of the House of 
Commons. "Already, the PIO receives 


an average of 4,000 inquiries a month." 


The Public Information Office 
also produces a variety of information 
kits, fact sheets, videocassettes, 
educational resources and special 
products for hearing- and visually 
impaired persons. Recently, the Office 
also assumed responsibility for the 
Parliamentary Guide Service, which 
co-ordinates public tours and reserva- 
tions for the House of Commons 


public galleries. BB 


Information forthe 
Disabled 


A pproximately 3.5 million Cana- 
dians are affected by some type of 


disability which may limit their access 


to information. The Public Informa- 


tion Office is making an effort to 
improve the access of all Canadians to 
information on the House of Com- 
mons and has developed a series of 
special products and services for 
disabled persons. These include the 
following: 

@ "The Morning Tour"/"La Visite 
matinale", anew video for students in 
grades 5 to 7, which is available in both 
closed- and open-captioned versions. 
Open captioning automatically prints 
subtitles at the bottom of the screen, 
while closed-captioned material 
requires a decoder. 

@ A Telephone Information Ser- 
vice equipped with a Telecommunica- 
tions Device for the Deaf (TDD). 

The TDD sends text over telephone 
wires and provides hearing-impaired 
callers with quick, easy access to infor- 
mation about Parliament Hill and the 
House of Commons. The number for 
the TDD is (613) 995-2266. 

@ Talking books and audio record- 
ings of brochures for blind and visually 
impaired persons. A number of pam- 
phlets are also being translated into 
braille and large print. 

Looking ahead, the PIO is 
planning an audio listing of Members 
of Parliament, and additional material 
on" The Morning Tour"/"La Visite 
matinale" for use by mentally handi- 
capped students. — 

The PIO will continue to work in 
close consultation with disabled 
persons and representative organiza- 
tions to develop new materials that 
meet the special needs of Canadians 


with physical and mental handicaps. fi 


For moreinformation, GE 


tact andFigures 
Did you know that: 
Public Information Office ® Being a Member of Parliament 
House of Commons was once considered a part-time job, 
Ottawa, Ontario and Members came to Ottawa for only 
KIA 0A6 afew months every year. The fourth 


session of the 5th Parliament lasted 


General information: (613) 992-4793 from February 25, 1886 to June 2, 


Telecommunications Device for the Deaf: (613) 995-2266 
Facsimile: (613) 992-1273 

Guide Service: (613) 996-0896 comparison, the second session of the 
33rd Parliament lasted from Septem- 


ber 30, 1986 to September 30, 1988,a 
total of 389 sitting days. 


1886, a total of only 61 sitting days. In 
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nFebruary3,1916,around9:00 
p.m.,a fire startedin the reading room 
of the Parliament Building. Itquickly 
spread through the halls and chambers 
and by morning, the building was de- 
stroyed. When the ruins had cooled, 
workers foundalump of metal the size 
ofaman's fist. This was allthat was 
left of the House of Commons 
Mace, one of Parliament's most 


importantsymbols. 

This lump of metal 
was saved and used to 
make the present House 
of Commons Mace, 
given to Canada in 1917 
by the Lord Mayor and 
sheriffs of London, Eng- 
land. Until it received this 
gift, the Commons used a 
wooden replica of the Mace. 

This wooden Mace is still 
brought into the Chamber every 
February 3 in memory of the fire. 

It is a sign that the King or 
Queen has given the House of Com- 
mons the authority to meet and decide 
onthe laws which govern the country. 

The House of Commons Mace is 
1.5 metres long and weighs about eight 


kilograms. It is made of gilt silver and 


Page 4 


decorated with symbols of Canada, 


such as the coat of arms and maple 
leaves, and of other countries, like the 
rose for England and the thistle for 
Scotland. It bears the initials "ER", 
which stand for Elizabeth Regina, or 


he Mace 


symbolizes the 
authority of the 


Speaker and the 


House of 


Commons. 


Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms carries the 


Mace in the Speaker's Parade. With 
the Mace on his right shoulder, he 


leads the Speaker, a page, the Clerk of 


the House of Commons and the Table 
Officers to the House of Commons 
Chamber. This parade takes place 
every day that the Speaker opens a 
House of Commons sitting and it 
attracts many onlookers. 

The Mace is an important part of 
parliamentary procedure and the 
House of Commons cannot hold its 
proceedings without it. When the 

House is sitting and the 
Speaker is in the Chair, the 
Mace lies in brackets on 
the Clerk's Table with the 
orb and cross pointing 
towards the government 
on the Speaker's right. 
When the House is sitting 
as the Committee of the 
Whole, the Mace is set in 
brackets beneath the Table. 
Symbols play an integral 


role in the history and tradi- 
tions of the House of Commons. 
The Mace is still used today, not only 
as asymbol of authority, but as an 
expression of honour and high regard 
for the origins of our parliamentary 


system. El 


The Mace is the first article in the 


Parliamentary Vignette series . 
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. Pierre Trudeau, PLC; Robert Stanfield, PC; 
T.C. Douglas, NPD; Réal Caouette, Créditiste. 
(Canadian News Facts, 1968, p. 87.) 

. Joseph-Godéric Blanchet, 1879-1882. 

. La Chapelle du Souvenir. 
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